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T O 

:he  college  of  wigs. 


“ Moft  potent,  grave,  and  reverend  figniors, 

“ My  very  noble  and  approved  good”  Dodiors, 


i'  H E folemnity  of  your  fomniferous  af- 
:pe(fls,  no  lefs  than  the  profefTional  gravity  of 
ryour  external  ornaments,  lay  claim  to  a bow 
I of  obedient  recolletflion  in  pafTing  through 

■W k-lane  to  public  infpe6lion.  As  one 

lof  the  moll  popular  defcendants  from  your 
j great  progenitor,  permit  me  to  acknow- 
i ledge,  I revere  the  vajl  extent  of  your  medl- 
\cal  abilities-,  that  I feel  moft  forcibly  the 
y enormous  ^weight  of  your  accumulated  lear?!- 
I hg,  and  tremble  at  the  very  idea  of  your  ex- 
\perimental  abilities. 

Condefcend,  dread  Sirs,  to  fancflion  this 
1 analization  of  .Mfculapian  impofition  and  me-- 
4 dical  myjiery.,  with  fuch  proof  of  approba- 
tion, 
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tion,  as  die  dignity  of  a diploma^  and  tlie 
miifcular  rigidity  of  phyfical  ccufitenance  will 
permit  you  to  bellow  ; nor  let  it  be  die  lefs 
entitled  to  your  favour,  that  a long  lift  of 
‘uahtudinQrians  (to  whom  you  are  daily  pen- 
lioners)  become  partakers  of  the  banquet  of 
mirth ; or  the  Imall  fry  of  pharinacopolifls 
(your  humble  dependents)  for  once  permit- 
ted to-  take  a feat  at  the  fame  table  with 
yourfelves. 

Anxioully  folicitous  to  obtain  belief,  that 

“ I {hall  nothing  extenuate, 

“ Nor  fet  down  aught  in  malice,’* 

you  may  in  jufhice  conclude  me, 

Sage  Sirs  ! 

Your  very  candid. 

And  obedient  reprefentative, 

GREGORY  GLTSTER. 


T H E 


jEsculapian  labyrinth 

EXPLORED. 


To  THE  Physician, 

H AV I N G pafled  the  tedious  years  of  ab- 

■ ftrufe  ftudy  and  intenfe  application  necelTary  to 

■ your  initiation  in  the  myfteries  of  phyfic,  and 
E replete  with  a perfect  remembrance  of  all  the 
I requifites  to  this  great  art,  we  fuppofe  you  re- 
. cently  emerged  from  the  obfcurity  of  dreary 
? walls  and  dull  profejfors,  a phaenomenon  of  uni- 
‘■verfal  knowledge  and  family  admiration.  The 
f various  and  elaborate  examinations  you  have 
I pafled,  with  fcholaftic  approbation,  having  reliev- 
5 ed  you  from  the  conftantly  accumulating  load  of 
1 anxiety,  you  are  at  length  launched  into  life  un- 
ider  a new  character,  and  daily  pant  to  difplay 
I the  dignity  of  your  profeflion,  in  the  happy  ap- 
jpendage  of  M.  D.  to  the  prefcriptive  initials  of 
I your  name, 
i 

i 

i 
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You 


( 2 ) 

You  are  no  loftger  to  be  confidered  a flu- 
dent  labouring  in  the  heavy  trammels  of  unin- 
telligihle  ledlures  upon  philofophy,  anatomy^  botany, 
chemijiry,  and  the  materia  medica,  with  all  their 
dillin^l  and  confecjuent  advantages  ; or  invefli- 
gating  the  aclual  properties  of  eledrieal  fire,  and 
MAGNETIC  ENTHUSIASM,  but  flampcd  (by  royal 
authority)  with  the  full  force  of  phyfical  agency, 
and  have  derived  from  your  merit  unlirnited 
permiflion  to  cure,  “ kill  or  dejlroyfi  to  the  belt 
of  your  knowledge  and  abilities,  “ fo  help  you 
“ God.”  The  profehional  path  you  now  begin 
to  tread,  is  fo  replete  with  danger  and  the  pro 
bability  of  fuccefs  fo  very  uncertain,  that  the 
fertile  world  have  not  omitted  to  make  it  pro- 
verbial, “ A phyfician  never  begins  to  get  bread, 
till  he  has  no  teeth  to  eat  it.”  The  truth  of  this 
may  perhaps  have  been  lamentingly  acknowledged 
by  fome  of  the  mofl  learned  men  that  ever  be 
came  dependant  upon  a capricious  world  for  pre- 
carious fubfiflance. 

Ihis  palpable  fact  may  concifely  fei*ve  to  con- 
vince you,  your  embarkation  (with  all  its  allur- 
ing profpedls)  will  not  only  be  encumbered  with 
difficulties,  but  your  ultimate  gratification  oJ 
• fuccefs  exceedingly  doubtful.  Great  depth  oJ 
learning  may  afford  confolation  to  the  equity  o 
. . ..  youi' 
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your  own  feelings  (if  you  fortunately  poffefs 
them)  but  it  is  by  no  means  necelTary  to  the  ac- 
quilition  of  public  opinion,  however  it  may  tend 
to  contribute  to  the  general  good. 

To  avoid  entering  into  a fentimental  difquifi- 
tttion  upon  the  honejly,  integrity,  or  JiriB  p7'opi'iety  of 
" the  maxims  I proceed  to  lay  down  for  your  fu- 
^ ture  conduct  to  obtain  profellional  fplendour, 

. and  infure fuccefs  ; I avail  myfelf  of  the  privilege 
1 poffefs,  to  wave  every  cdnfideration  of  the  con- 
: fcientious  kind,  and  once  more  obferve  (without 
, adverting  to  their  conliftency)  they  are  adduced 
only  as  the  unavoidable  traits  of  character,  and 
: modes  of  behaviour,  by  which  alone  (in  the  pre- 
fent  age)  you  can  poflibly  hope  for  theleaft  pro- 
■portional  fliare  of  practice  as  a phyfician. 

At  your  firft  public  entree,  when  the  college  lift 
:;and  court  calendar  have  announced  your  qualifi- 
j cations  and  advancement  to  the  wondering  world 
)(that  fuch  lift  Ihould  annually  increafe)  let  your 
1 friends  and  relatives  be  doubly  affiduous  in  pro- 
ipagating  reports  (almoft  incredible)  of  your 
\great  humanity,  extenftve  abilities,  and  unbounded 
\benevolence. — ^This  will  anfwer  the  intended  pur- 
^pofe  to  a certainty;  crouds  of  the  afflicted  and 
ineceffitous  will  furround  your  habitation,  and 
t render  your  place  of  relidence  conftantly  re- 

B 2 markable 
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mafkable  to  all  claffes,  who  naturally  enquiring 
the  charafter  of  the  proprietor,  will  eagerly  ex- 
tol your  charity  in  contributing  your  “ advice 
to  the  poor  gratis.” 

This  method  alone  will  gain  you  popularity 
with  thofe  that  rank  in  the  line  of  mediocrity ; 
with  their  fuperiors^  fuccefs  muft  be  infured  more 
from  the  efforts  of  intereji,  than  either  perfonal 
merits  or  found  policy.  Your  attention  to  the 
wants  of  the  poor,  muft  foon  be  regulated  by 
the  preponderation  of  more  weighty  confidera- 
tions  : as  you  affeded  to  alleviate  their  diftrefles 
from  the  motive  of  commiferation,  prompting 
you  to  promote  their  eafe^  you  have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  fhake  off  fuch  fuperfluous  vi- 
fits,  to  fecure  your  o%vn.  In  this  deceptive  cha- 
rity, fome  degree  of  difcrimination  muft  be  put 
in  practice,  for  you  will  fometimes  perceive  one 
among  the  train,  whofe  apparel  or  behaviour 
muft  neceffarily  give  you  reafon  to  fufpect  he 
has  affumed  the  cloak  of  neceffity  to  fave  his  fee^ 
and  avail  himfelf  of  your  profeflional  liberality ; 
in  fuch  cafe,  call  to  your  aid  a look  of  true  me- 
dical aujicrity^  and  let  him  underftand  “ advice 
“ is  feldom  of  any  value  or  effect  unlefs  it  Is 
“ paid  for  j”  this  will  frequently  anfwer  die 
purpofe,  and  procure  what  you  did  not  expect. 

On 
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On  the  contrary,  fo  foon  as  you  obferve  your 
fprefcriptions  have  “ worked  wonders^*  upon  two 
L'Or  three  of  the  moll  credulous  and  fuperjlitious, 
rwho  are  extolling  your  great  knowledge  and 
blelling  your  honour”  llrengthen  the  force  of 
jyour  judgment  by  charitably  obtruding  a pecu- 
laiiary  corroboration  into  the  hand  of  your  af- 
liflifted  patient,  as  a confirmation  of  your 
ibounded  Jkill  in  the  ( miraculous ) cure  of  every 
jdifeafe  to  which  the  human  frame  is  incident. 
IBy  fuch  political  practice,,  you  infure  the  recital 
of  your  fervices  with  extacy,  and  your  name 
reverberates  from  one  end  of  the  metropolis  to 
the  other. 

Your  perfon  and  place  of  refidence,  being  by 
thefe  means  univerfally  known,  and  your  name 
become  in  a proportional  degree  popular,  let 
your  plan  and  mode  of  behaviour  be  inllantly 
:::hanged  ; it  will  be  now  necelfary 

“ You  “ afiume  a”  hurry  “ if  you  have  it  not.”  . 

TTake  care  to  be  fo  exceedingly  engaged  with 
patients  of  the  firft  clafs  and  eminence^  that  “ it 
iis  with  difficulty  you  procure  time  fufficient  for 
the  common  purpofes  and  gratifications  of 
nature.”  No  paupers  whatever  can  be  ad- 
mitted 
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mitted  to  your  prefence  without  a written  re- 
commendation from  nobility ; or  characters]  of 
the fortune  ; this  will  infure  you  no  further 
intrulion  from  a clafs  originally  introduced  for 
yo\xv  particular  purpofe ; that  effefted,  they  may 
now  be  permitted  to  fall  into  the  back  ground 
of  the  picture  j from  whence  they  were  brought 
for  no  other  motive  than  the  promotion  of  your 

I 

perfonal  intereft  and  profeflional  emolument. 

It  becomes  your  particular  care  to  be  always 
in  a hurry  ; let  your  chariot  (if  you  can  fortu- 
nately raife  one)  upon  job,  be  at  the  door  regu- 
larly by  nine  in  the  morning  ; to  prove  how  very 
much  you  are  attached  to  the  duties  of  your 
profeflion,  and  how  anxioully  you  have  the  fa- 
lubrity  of  your  patients  at  heart. — Omit  no  one 
circumftance  that  can  contribute  to  a fliew  of 
being  perpetually  engaged.  Letters  written  by 
yourfelf,  and  melfengers  of  your  own  difpatchmg., 
cannot  be  feen  at  your  doors  too  frequently  ; the 
chariot  fhould  be  as  repeatedly  ordered — re- 
member to  leave  home  by  one  way,  and  return 
by  another,  and  equally  in  hajie  ; all  thefe  ftrata- 
gems  are  conhdered  peculiar  privileges  of  thf 
College  of  Wigs,  and  are  well  worthy  your  atten- 
tion and  conftant  practice.  You  need  hardly  be  )l 


fold,  the  fuperficial  and  unthinking  part  of  man-  ii 

kipc  i: 
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jidnd  are  ever  caught  by  appearances  ; what  pro- 
'portion  they  bear  to  other  diftinclions,  need 
aiot  in  the  prefent  inftancebe  at  all  afcertained. 

Having  laid  down  rules  (that  fiiould  be  ri- 
gidly perfevered  in)  for  the  regulation  of  your 
mblic  chamber ^ I fball  now  advert  to  the  ftridt 
line  of  conducf  it  will  be  proper  for  you  to 
adopt  in  your  perfonal  tranfaclions  upon  all  pro^ 
feffional  emergencies. 

When  called  to  a patient  upon  the  recom 
anendation  of  the  family  apothecary,  you  are 
rto  confider  him  one  of  your  bell  friends,  and 
court  to  him  accordingly ; on  the  contrary,  if 
i;you  are  engaged  upon  the  fpontaneous  opinion 
tof  the  patient,  or  his  relatives,  you  have  every 
ireafon  to  conclude  the  abilities  of  the  apothe- 
icary  are  held  in  very  flender  eftimation,  and 
'•you  may  fafely  venture  to  difplay  as  much  of 
'•your  own  confequenc^  and  fuperiority,  as  circum^- 
; ftances  will  admit. 

After  the  awkward  ceremony  of  your  firft 

appearance  is  over,  and  matters  a little  adjufted, 

: take  great  care  to  be  upon  your  guard  ; indulge 

: in  a variety  of  fignificant  gejiures,  and  emphatical 

. hems  ! — and  hahs  ! proving  you  poffelTed  of  fin- 

; gularities^  that  may  tend  to  excite  ideas  in  the  pati- 

i Qnt  and  furrounding  friends,  that  a phyfician  is  a 

fuperior 
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fuperior  part  of  the  creation. luZt  every  a flion, 

every  word,  every  look,  be  ftrongly  marked,  de- 
noting doubt  and  ambiguity  ; proceed  to  the  ne- 
ceffary  enquiries  of  “ what  has  been  done  in 
rule  and  regimen,  previous  to  your  being  cal- 
“ led  in  ?”  hear  the  recital  with  patience,  and 
give  your  nod  of  ajfent,  left  you  make  Mr.  Emetic, 
the  apothecary,  your  formidable  enemy,  who 
will  then  7noJi  confcicntioujly  omit  to  recommend 
the  aftiftance  of  fuch  extraordinary  abilities  on  any 
future  occafion. — Take  care  to  look  wifdom  in 
every  feature  ; fpeak  but  little,  and  let  it  be  iiUr 
poffible  that  little  fhould  be  underftood  ; let  every 
hint,  every  Jhrug  be  carefully  calculated  to  give 
the  hearers  a wonderful  opinion  of  your  learn- 
ing and  experience. — In  your  half-heard  and 
myfterious  converfation  with  your  medical  infe- 
rior,- do  not  forget  to  drop  a few  obfervations 
— “ upon  the  animal  ceconomy” — “ circulation 
of  the  blood” — “ acrimony” — “ the  non  na- 
“ turals”— “ ftricture  upon  the  parts” — “ acute 
“ pain” — inflammatory  heat” — nervous  irri- 
“ tability,” — and  all  thofe  technical  traps  that 
fafeinate  the  hearers,  and  render  the  patient 

vours  ad  libitum. 

* 

To  the  friends  or  relatives  of  the  difeafed, 
(as  the  cafe  may  be)  you  ferioufly  apprehend 

great 


great  danger  ; but  fuch  apprehenfion  is  not  with- 
out its  portion  of  hope  ; and  you  doubt  not,  but 
a rigid  perfeverance  in  the  plan  you  fhall  pre- 
fcribe,  will  reconcile  all  difficulties  in  a few  days, 
and  reflore  the  patient  (whofe  recovery  you 
have  exceedingly  at  heart)  to  his  health  and 
friends  ; that  you  will  embrace  the  earlieft  op- 
portunity to  fee  him  again,  moft  probably  at 
fuch  an  hour,  (naming  it)  in  the  mean  time  you 
are  in  a great  degree  happy  to  leave  him  in  fuch 
good  hands  as  Mr.  Emetic^  to  whom  you  fhali 
give  every  neceffary  diredfion,  and  upon  whofe 
Integrity  and  punctuality  you  can  implicitly  rely. 

You  then  require  a private  apartment  for  your 
neceffary  confultation  and  plan  of  joint  depredation 
upon  the  pecuniary  property  of  your  unfortu- 
nate invalid,  which  you  are  now  ^oingferioujly', 
to  attack  with  the  full  force  of  phyfic  and  fnejfe.. 
You  firft  learn  from  your  informant  what  has 
been  hitherto  done  without  effecf,  and  determine 
accordingly  how'  to  proceed  ; but  in  this,  great 
refpecl  muff  be  paid  to  the  temper,  as  v/eil  as 
the  conllitution  and  circumffances,  of  your  in- 
tended prey  ; if  he  be  of  a petulant  and  refrac- 
tory difpofition,  fubmitting  to  medical  dictation 
upon  abfolute  compullion,  as  a profeffcd  enemy 
to  phyfic  and  the  faculty,  let  your  harveft  be 
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jhort,  and  complete  as  poflible.  On  the  contrary, 
fliould  a hypochondriac  be  your  fubjecl,  with  the 
long  train  of'  melancholic  doubts,  fears,  hopes, 
and  defpondencies,  avail  yourfelf  of  the  faith 
implicitly  placed  in  you,  and  regulate  your  pro- 
ceedings by  the  force  of  his  magination  ; let  your 
prefcription  (by  its  length  and  variety)  reward 
yoViX  jackall  for  his  prefent  attention  anfd  future 
i'ervices. — ^Tak;e  care  to  furnifli  the  frame  fo  am- 
ply with  phyftc,  that  food  may  be  unneceffary  ; 
let  every  hour  or  two  have  its  deftined  appror 
priation — render  all  poflible  forms  of  the  materia 
medica  fubfervient  to  the  general  ^ood— .draughts 
— powders — drops.,  and  pills,  may  be  given  (at 
leaff)  every  two  hours  ; intervening  apozems,  or 
decodions,  may  have  their  utility ; if  no  other 
advantage  is  to  be  expected,  one  good  will  be 
clearly  afcertained,  the  convenience  of  having 
the  nurfe  kept  conftantly  awake,  and  if  o?ie  me^ 
dicine  is  not  produdtive  of  fuccefs,  another  may. 
Thefe  are  furely  alternatives  well  worthy  your 
attention,  being  admirably  calculated  for  the 
promotion  of  your  paienf  s cure  and  your  owr\ 
^ reputatmi. 

Having  written  your  long  prefcription,  and, 
learnt  from  Mr.  Emetic  every  neceffary  infor- 
mation, you  return  to  the  room  of  your  pati- 
ent, 


( ) 


|Licnt,  to  prove  your  attention,  and  jrenew  your 
[ admonitions  of  punctuality  and  fubmillion  5- — 
|;then  receiving  your  fee  with  a confequential 
k air  of  indifference,  you  take  your  leave ; not 
n omitting  to  drop  an  additional  alTurance,  that 
' “ you  fhall  not  be  remifs  in  your  attendance.’* 
Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  inftructions  you  muft  ftea- 
^ dily  purfue,  if  you  poflefs  an  ardent  delire  to 
become  eminent  in  your  profejfton — opulent  in  your 
circumftances  formidable  to  your  competitors,  or  a 
•valuable  pradlitioner  to  the  Company  of  Apothe^ 
caries,  from  whom  you  are  to  expect  the  foundar 
tion  of  fupport.  A multiplicity  of  additional 
hints  might  be  added  for  your  minute  obfer- 
vance ; butfucb  a variety  will  prefent  themfelyes 
in  the  courfe  of  practice,  that  a retrofpeftive  view 
of  diurnal  occurrences  will  fulhciently  furnilh 
you  with  every  pohible  information  for  your 
future  progrefs  ; regulating  your  behaviour,  by 
the  rank  of  your  patients,  from  the  moft  pom- 
pous perfonal  ojientation,  to  the  meanelt  and  ^^2/^ 
fontemptible  fervility. 
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1.  CONGRATULATE  you  upon  your  recent 
emancipation  from  inceliant  ftudy,  inteiife  ap- 
plication and  ftrict  hofpital  attendance,  where  I 
fliall  willingly  fuppofe,  you  was  a drejfer  of  the 
moft  promiling  abilities  : that  you  excelled  your 
cotemporaries  in  every  chirurgteal  opinion,  be- 
came an  expert  dijfeding  pupil  to  one  of  the 
court  of  examiners^  and  are  now  bui*ft  through 
the  cloud  of  your  original  obfeurity,  a perfect 
prodigy  of  anatomical  difquifition. 

I naturally  conclude  you  capable  of  animadr 
verting  upon  all  the  diftindl:  branches  of  your 
art  to  admiration,  that  you  are  critically  excel- 
lent in  the  ufe  of  an  injirument  from  the  hum- 
ble act  of  fimple  phlebotomy^  to  the  more  im- 
portant operation  for  a fiftula  in  ano,- — You  have, 
beyond  every  fhadow  of  doubt,  paid  proper 
attention  to  the  fafhionable  precepts  of  the  late 
Lord  Chefterfield,  and  rendered  yourfelf  (with 
aliiftance  from  the  graces)  a perfecT  adept  in 
polite  addrefs,  difplaying  a variety  of  the  moft 
engaging  attitudes,  even  in  the  adjuftment  of  a 
ten  tailed  bandage.  The  profelTional  information 
you  have  induftrioufly  collected,  is  fuch  as  will 

f 
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certainly  afford  you  the  moft  equitable  claims 
ipon  public  opinion^  being  in  poffeffion  of  every 
tieceffary  acquilition  for  a firnple  gonorrhoea  to  a 
mjirined  lues. 

Previous  to  your  felicitation  of  favour  from 
rbur  friends,  you  have  neceffarily  paffed  the 
i.wful  ceremony  of  examination  at  the  Old  Bai- 
vy,  under  your  former  tutor  (and  his  brethren 
»f  the  court)  who  would  not  pay  his  own  abilU 
ves  fo  improper  a compliment  as  to  alk  you  quef- 
Lions  in  anatomy  or  ojieology^  that  he  knew  your 
qualifications  inadequate  to  the  talk  of  techni- 
:ally  explaining.  After  paffing  this  Jiery  ordeal 
you  depofit  the  ufual  pecuniary  gratuity.,  and  re- 
ceiving the  badge  of  your  newly  acquired  honor., 
Rve  now  hail  you  “ a Member  of  the  Corporation 
rf  Surgeons  f and  conclude  an  ornamental  plate 
lupon  the  door  of  your  habitation  denotes  you  fo 
accordingly. 

We  fuppofe  you  embarking  in  a fea  of  fpi- 
irited  oppofition,  with  your  competitors,  for 
jprofelfional  celebrity,  and  decorating  your  place 
:of  rcfidencc  in  the  moft  applicable  ftile  to  at- 
I tract  attention.  To  effect  this,  let  your  exterior 
* apartments  be  ornamented  with  xhcbujls  of  anci- 
^enis  you  nenjer  read,  portraits  of  moderns  that 
'you  never  knew.  Thefe  form  an  excellent  com- 
bination 
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binalion  to  excite  the  admiration  and  report  of 
thofe  who  have  occahon  to  court  the  affiftance 

of  your  extenfive  abilities. To  gradually 

heighten  whicli  furprize,  your  interior  ( or  audit 
room ) muft  be  a perfect  Golgotha. A profici- 

ency in  the  fcience  of  ojleology.,  muft  be  power- 
fully inprefted  upon  the  fenfes  of  the  trembling 
vifitors,  by  a profufion  of  Jkeletom  in  different 
ftates  ; let  the  awfulncfs  of  the  feene  be  rendered 
ftill  more  ftriking,  by  a variety  of  fubjects  fuf- 
pended  in  fpirits,  interfperfed  with  fingular  ana- 
tomical and  injected  preparations,  both  wet  and 
dry  ; giving  to  the  whole  additional  force  by 
the  introduction  of  a few  ill  foaped  fijhesf  as 
the  finifliing  ftroke  to  a well  formed  plan  of  ebi- 
rurgical  ojlentation.  Remember  to  let  the  certifi- 
cates of  your  profeftional  qualifications,  from 
your  different  Icduring  tutors,  be  fo  placed  (in 
elegant  frames)  as  to  meet  the  eye  in  a confpicu- 
ous  direction  ; left  that  part  of  your  patients, 
who  condefeend  to  vifit  you  in  this  gloomy  re- 
cefs,  fhotild  have  reafon  to  conclude  you  a con- 
fummate  dunce  and  moft  illiterate  booby,  if  thefe 
learned  profeffors  had  not  done  your  friends  the 
favour  to  “ certify^'  to  the  contrary : and  this 
they  always  cheerfully  do,  rather  than  have  it 
imagined  they  have  eafed  you  of  a part  of  your 
property,  without  doing  you  any  real fervice. 

The 
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The  domeftic  arrangement  being  thus  formed, 
the  refleclions  to  which  you  muft  now  turn  your 
unind,  are  the  neceffary  modes  of  practice  and 
6ehaviour,  that  may  render  you  not  only  emi- 
nent in  your  profeflion,  but  refpeflable  in  your 
property ; as  great  events,  that  contribute  largely 
:o  the  gratification  of  fuch  w'ifli,  do  not  fre- 
fjuently  occur,  inferior  cafes  of  every  kind  muft 
pe  rendered  fubfervient  to  the  purpofe.  In  this 
lift,  ‘venereals  are  entitled  to  pre-eminence,  as 
:he  moft  lucrative  ; the  patient  never  hefitating 
to  pay  full  as  liberally  for  the  prefervation  of 

the  fecret  as  the  cure  of  difeafe.-^ But  you  may 

be  perfectly  aflured,  this  fecret  never  rewards  fo 
well,  as  when  fate  or  fortune  aflifts  its  introduc- 
tion to  married  families  ; a moft  ftr iking  corrobo- 
ration of  this  fact,  occurred  not  long  fince  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  a royal  reftdence,  and  af- 
forded matter  of  mirth  to  the  firft  circles  in  its 

environs. This  conftant  friend  to  the  faculty 

nvas  communicated  to  a married  lady,  by  nyoung 
land  celebrated  perfonage  of  fome  national  emi- 
mence,  and  immediately  conveyed  from  her  to 
flier  enamoured  cornuto  ih  the  moments  of  true  con- 
vnubial felicity ; he,  in  the  love  of  variety,  unluckily 
'.conferred  the  favour  upon  the  houfe  maid ; and 

fhe. 
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llic,  in  the  extcnfive  liberality  of  her  difpofition, 
kindly  bellowed  a portion  upon  the  footman.  The 
electrical  foock  of  this  French  fire  was  fo  rapidly 
communicated,  that  the  four  fufferers,  within 
the  fpace  of  ten  days,  made  their  feparate  pri- 
‘vate  confellions  to  the  medical  fuperintendant  of 
the  family,  each  alTigning  a different  caufe  for  i 
its  introdu6lion,  and  equally  llrangers  to  the 
mode  of  its  being  brought  into  fo  fober  a family. 
Although  this  is  a well  authenticated  fad,  it  is 
a harvell  that  can  be  very  feldom  expected  to 
happen  in  fo  great  a degree  ; yet  you  will  find  I 
it  a matter  often  intruding  between  hufband  and 
wife,  and  confidered  no  indelible  proof  of  mo- 
dern inconftancy. To  this  fecret,  you  will  be 

frequently  admitted  by  one  party the  other, 

or  both  ; and  have  an  undoubted  privilege  to  ac-  i 
cumulate  all  pollible  pecuniary  advantage  from  [j 
the  confidence  fo  implicitly  placed  in  you.  | 

Whatever  cafes  are  fubmitted  to  your  opinion,  r| 
be  always  prepared  to  reprefent  them  worfe  || 
than  they  really  are;  making  by  your  tech-  ja 
nical  terms,  and  political  doubts,  bad  ‘vcorfe  upon  |j| 
every  pollible  occafion.  Let  all  your  proceedings  8 
have  a peculiar  and  commanding  dignity  an-  le 
nexed  to  the  execution  ; by  alTuming  a want  of  | 
feeling,  even  to  ferocity,  you  will  be  termed  a | h 

praclitioner  jlw 
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]praclitioner  of  fpirit,  and  become  properly  dif- 
ttinguiflied  for  your  profeffional  fortitude.  No 
tender  fenfations  muft  be  permitted  to  influence 
your  feelings  during  any  operation,  however  te- 
dious, or  painful  to  the  patient ; they  are  an  or- 
mament  to  human  nature,  and  beneath  your  con- 

ifideration  as  one  of  the  faculty. Cuftom  has 

rendered  you  ineligible  to  a place  in  tho-jury  box^ 
as  an  evident  proof  of  your  profeflional  bruta- 
lity ; by  therefore  turning  “ their  pains  to  laugh- 
‘‘  ter  and  contempt,”  you  only  juftify  the  cha- 
"acler  you  are  already  in  pofleflion  of. 

In  the  mofl:  trifling  operations  (even  phlebo- 
tomy) defcend  to  the  very  minutiae  of  medical 
fonfequence,  not  only  making  the  ceremony 
mg,  hvit  ferious,  that  you  may  be  the  better  enti- 
lled  to  perfonal  refpeft  and  pecuniary  compen- 
sation. In  all  thofe  dreadful  accidents  that  alarm 
mends  and  diftrefs  families,  take  care  to  throw 
out  (during  your  apparent  care  and  attention)  a 
•variety  of  obfervations  that  convey  large  founds 
ivith  little  meaning ; by  fuch  ambiguous  exprelli- 
ons  you  render  the  cure  more  extraordinary, 
«vhenever  it  happens,  and  is  no  bad  preparative 
i{or  the  procraftination  of  it  to  your  own  emo- 
pament.  In  all  cafes  requiring  the  interpofltion 
bf  inftruments,  take  great  care  that  you  produce 

C them 
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tliem  with  myfterious  folemnity,  imprelTing  the 
fpedators  and  afilflants,  with  equal  awe  and 
fear  of  your  abilities  *,  if  incifions,  or  feparation 
of  the  feft  parts,  become  neceffary,  be  fure, 
like  “ old  Renault,”  to  “ Ihed  blood  enough 
it  will  be  attended  with  a double  advantage ; k 
firft  in  the  appearance  of  bulinefs,  and  the  more 
pleafing  conjideration,  that  the  larger  and  deeper 
the  wound,  the  longer  time  will  be  neceffary  for 
incarnation  ; during  the  courfe  of  which,  your 
perfonal  attendance  and  daily  epithenias  cannot  be 
difpenfed  with.  [ 

The  greater  operations  do  not  occur  every  day,! 
therefore  tedious  cicatrizations,  in  addition  to 
ftmple  and  compound  fradlures,  are  comfortable  aids 
to  fill  up  the  fpaces  of  intervention.  Fractures, 
of  the  lower  extremities  are  exceedingly  favoura-i 
ble,  for  you  may  then  exert  proper  authority  ;l 
it  becomes  your  duty  to  keep  them  down  w'hen 
they  are  fo,  for  furely  you  may  take  upon  you ' 
to  know  (with  propriety  and  profeflional  privi- ' 
lege,  when  they  are  capable  of  ftanding  and; 

walking,  better  than  they  can  themfelves. Tho’  l 

one  exception  to  this  rule  has  fallen  within  my- 
knowledge,  and  nearly  fet  afide  the  privilegcji 
of  the  practice  in  the  neighbourhood  where  ii  | 
it  happened.  j 
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An  honeft  hearty  miller^  in  a fmall  parifli  in 

Hhe  county  of  H , having,  on  the  mar- 

:x;et  day,  made  fome  lucky  purchafes,  and  con- 
[^ratulating  himfelf  upon  his  good  fortune  with 
. few  friends  over  the  bottle,  got  himfelf  infen- 
,ibly  intoxicated : but  obftinately  perlifting  in 
»is  determination  (and  ability)  to  ride  home, 
ae  was  fuffered  to  depart,  and  was  found  after- 
wards upon  the  road  by  one  of  his  own  fervants 
Qmoft  lifelefs  ; he  was  conveyed  to  his  habita- 
ion,  and  one  of  the  moft  eminent  furgeons  from 
certain  large  and  populous  town  was  called  in, 
who  finding  the  trunk  nearly  inanimate,  pro- 
seeded  to  ‘venefedion^  then  to  an  accurate  exami- 
ation  of  the  body,  in  which  he  prefently  difco- 
.tered  “ a fradure  of  the  tibia^  and  two  of  the 
^ 'ribs  ; he  had  every  reafon  to  apprehend  (from 
prefent  fymptoms)  a concujfon  of  the  brain  ; but 
fituated  as  things  were,  he  fhould  now  admi- 
«■  nifter  proper  palliatives,  and  purfue  the  necef- 
fary  fteps  upon  his  arrival  in  the  morning.” — 
Je  then  left  the  patient,  after  ftrid  injunctions 
that  he  fiiould  not  be  fuff^ed  to  move  from 
the  pofition  he  had  placed  him  in,  till  his  re- 
turn.”— At  the  hour  before  appointed,  the 
Oodor  returned,  and  not  finding  the  wdfe  below 
tairs,  explored  the  region  he  had  left  his  pati- 
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ent  m the  night  before,  furrounded  by  his  for- 
rowful  friends;  when,  ftrange  to  relate  1 (Jiranger 
to  believe J the  bird  was  flown,  the  bed  made, 
and  the  very  room  exhibited  a ftriking  proof  of 
ruflic  neatnefs.  Recovering  in  fome  degree 
from  his  furprife,  and  feeling  very  forcibly  the 
awkwardnefs  of  his  fituation,  he  defcended  to 
the  kitchen,  and  there  finding  the  wife  (who 
had  juft  returned  from  fome  bufmefs  in  a back 
yard)  he  eagerly  enquired  “ How,  or  which 
“ way,  his  patient  had  been  conveyed,  and 
^ where  to?’^ — When  the  poor  woman,  very  fim- 
ply  and  civilly  replied,  that  “ her  hufband  was 
“ gone  into  the  fields  among  his  folks  ; that  flie 
“ had  repeatedly  urged  the  doctor’s  orders  of 
‘‘  his  not  getting  out  of,  bed ; but  he  was  a very 

“ obftinate  man,  and  faid  he’d  be  d ’d  if 

he’d  ever  lay  in  bed  with  a broken  leg  for  any 
“ doctor  in  England,  fo  long  as  he  could  walk 

“ upon  it.” It  may  be  better  conceived  than 

defcribed  how  fevere  a ftroke  this  proved  upon 
the  reputation  of  the  furgeon  ; certain  it  is,  his 
pra6tice  continued  in  a declining  ftate  for  fome 
years,  and  it  was  not  till  the  circumftance  v'^as 
nearly  buried  in  oblivion  (with  the  body  of  the 
miller)  that . he  recovered  his  former  celebrity. 

beinc 
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Sbeing  at  this  moment  one  of  the  oldeft  and  moft 
eminent  practitioners  in  the  neighbourhood 
where  he  refides. 

This  inftance  fuillciently  demonftrates  the 
impropriety  of  overftraining  the  profelTional 
prerogative,  efpecially  with  thofe  obftinate  unci- 
vilized beings,  who  have  fo  little  pliability  of 
difpolition,  as  not  to  lay  in  bed  when  required : 
particularly  in  cafes  of  emergency,  where  it  is 
Ilo  evidently  for  their  own  health  and  fafety. 

Remember  in  all  cafes  of  difficulty  and  dan- 
ger to  be  mindful  of  the  emplajlruin  adhc^efivimi 
of  connection,  by  which  every  branch  of  the 
.-acuity  ffiould  be  united  for  the  prefervation  of 
rile  whole ; advife  (without  the  leaft  reference 
CO  the  enormity  of  expence)  a confultation  of 
the  moft  eminent ; this  renders  the  cafe  of  your 
oatient  more  ferious  and  alarming,  and  you 
oblige  your  brethren  by  the  recommendation  ; 

firft  of  a phyftcian,  whofc  prefcription  introduces 

« 

che  apothecary ; and  you  then  proceed  phyfically 
und  fyjiematically  in  the  joint  depredation  and 
wure ; your  two  friends,  by  the  law  of  retri- 
Dution,  gratefully  recommending  your  infpec- 
fcion  of  every  fimple  laceration  upon  all  fimilar 
occafions. 
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Thefe  are  maxims  that  it  may  at  firft  fight 
fcem  beneath  the  attention  of  a young  and  bril- 
liant practitioner,  who  erroneoufly  conceiving 
merit  a fufficient  recommendation,  requires  no 
other  conductor ; but  they  are  fo  evidently  an 
abfolute  part  of  his  neceflary  lludy,  that  unlels 
fuch  mutual  arts  are  occafionally  put  in  practice, 
he  can  never  (in  the  prefent  multiplied  ftate  of 
practitioners)  expect  to  derive  the  common  ne- 
celfaries  of  life  from  a fair  and  generous  practice 
of  his  profeffion. 

Men  of  underftanding,  experience,  and  ob- 
fervation,  know,  that  the  benignant  hand  of 
providence  continues  to  anticipate  in  a variety 
of  inftances  the  interpolitibns  of  art ; and  nature 
would,  upon  many  occafions,  entirely  effect  her 
own  work,  if  not  fo  frequently  interrupted  and 
retarded  by  the  officious  hands  and  interefted 
experiments  of  profeffional  jugglers, 
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TO  THE  ACCOUCHER, 

O R, 

Man-  Midwife. 

Yo  U fortunately  make  your  appearance  up- 
•on  the  boards  of  public  patronage,  under  the 
rmoft  llriking  advantages ; the  prevalence  of 
fajhion  has  exceeded  every  conlideration  of  de- 
1 cency  and  difcr£tion^  and  you  are  become  (by  the 
i influence  of  pride  and  imitation)  as  neceflary 
: to  the  comfort  of  a cottage,  as  the  happinefs  of 
. a court.  From  the  nature  of  your  profeffional 
i deftination,  a pleafing  exterior,  and  an  accom- 
plilhed  perfon,  are  invariably  expelled  ; necefla- 
rily  blending  (from  your  intended  intercourfe 
with  the  purer  part  of  the  creation)  the  preciflon 
of  tafte,  with  the  perfection  of  the  fcholar. 

The  certificate  granted  you  by  that  elaborate 
lecturer,  the  objletric  profejfor,  proclaims  you 
qualified  in  the  very  minutiae  of  this  myfterious 
art.  The  parts,  externally  and  internally,  ne- 
ceflary to  generation,  are  fo  perfectly  familiar  to 
your  “ mind’s  eye,”  that  you  can  extemporane- 
oufly  delineate  the  avarice,  the  fallopian  tubes  f 
the  fimbrice,  and  the  very  act  of  conception,  from 

the 
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the  “ dnhnalcul<z‘^  in  “ femen  mafcullno^*  to  the 
laft  ftage  of  gejiation  ; the  gradual  expanfion  of 
the . uterus^  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri^  the  pro- 
grefs  of  labour,  and  all  the  methods  gf  extrac- 
tion. 

You  can  clearly  define  the  clalfes  as  natural,  la-- 
borious,  -Mid.  preternatural ; the  ufe  of  forceps, 
fcijfars,  crotchet,  and  blunt  hook  ; the  introduction 
of  the  catheter,  the  extradion  of  the  placenta, 
and  the  feparation  of  the  funis  ; in  fad,  all  the 
et  ceteras  are  fo  perfedly  clear  to  you  in  theory, 
that  it  is  almoft  treafon  to  fuppofe  you  can  err 
in  the  practice. 

But,  Sir,  ripe  as  you  are  in  thefe  advantages, 
the  harvefi:  of  univerfal  applaufe,  and  the  fweets 
of  emolument,  are  fcarcely  to  be  acquired  even 
by  time,  labour,  and  the  molt  indefatigable  in- 
dufiiry.  You  have  in  the  pradice  of  midwifery, 
all  the  ills  of  Pandora’s  box  to  encounter,  and 
after  twenty  years  pradice  may  be  left  to  ex- 
claim molt  emphatically, 

“ Vain  his  attempt  tyho  ftrives  to  pleafe  you 

The  only  confolation  you  have,  is,  that  you  are 
deftined  to  cooperate  with  fubjeds,  whofe 
fmiles  render  fome  degree  of  compenfation  for 

the 
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Ithe  incefliint  fatigue  dependent  on  the  practice. 
.rUnder  thefe  conliderations,  in  the  full  career  of 
^your  expectations,  it  can  never  prove  inapplica- 
Jble  to  prepare  your  mind  for  fome  rebuffs  and 
difappointments  that  inevitably  enfue.  I con- 
clude you  are  poffeffed  of  youth,  health,  dili- 
gence, and  conftitutional  Jiamina ; but  there 
are  other  requilites,  equally  neceffary  for  the 
performance  of  profeffional  duties,  to  which  by 
■aleclion  you  dedicate  the  ftore  of  knowledge  you 
liave  fo  induftrioully  acquired.  The  indifpenfa- 
t)le  qualifications,  for  the  fuccefsful  execution 
nf  the  arduous  talk  you  are  undertaking,  may 
t)e  comprifed  in  very  few  words,  and  thofe  few 
exceedingly  exprefiive  and  readily  underftood ; 
without  fobriety,  fortitude^  judgment^  'scad. patience^ 
you  never  can  expeCt  to  attain  the  fummit  of 
excellence,  or  obtain  admiflion  to  thofe  families 
whofe  patronage  will  contribute  moft  to  both 
credit  and  emolument.  But  admitting  you 
poffeffed  of  all  the  requilites  for  mere  manual 
operation,  the  procefs  of  delivery,  and  corifif- 
itency  of  conduct,  yet  there  are  a multiplicity 
of  embellifliments,  that  nothing  but  previous 
information,  private  inftruClion,  or  experimen- 
Jtal  practice,  can  fulliciently  recommend  to  your 
littention, 
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In  the  awful  minute  of  your  introduction  to 
a fcene  of  excruciating  agony  and  eager  expecta- 
tion, where  the  hope  of  a mother,  and  the 
anxiety  of  friends,  all  center  in  you,  as  the 
mefienger  of  peace,  throw  off  the  oftentatious 
air  of  felf-importance,  exerted  over  thofe  patient 
paupers  upon  whom  you  practifed  in  the  days  of 
your  initiation,  and  recolledling  yourfelf  the 
humble  folicitant  of  public  opinion  and  private 
favour,  difplay  your  tendernefs  and  civility,  as 
no  bad  harbinger  of  your  better  qualifications. 
Strengthen  fuch  favourable  impreflion  by  every 
degree  of  delicacy  and  attention  to  the  fuffering 
expeftant,  who  imploring  afliftance  from  the 
interpofition  of  your  art,  hails  you  as  “ the  god 
“ of  her  idolatry,”  by  whom  fhe  is  to  receive 
an  early  acquittal  from  all  her  fufferings. 

As  this  is  not  often  to  be  inftantly  expecfed, 
and  many  tedious  hours  frequently  intervene  be- 
tween the  hope  and  execution,  it  will  be  neceffary 
(exclufive  of  your  periodical  confolations  to  the 
patient’s  infpirjng  refignation)  you  addrefs  your- 
felf to  the  paflions  and  foibles  of  the  golfips,  with 
whom  you  will  in  general  be  too  numeroufly  at- 
tended, and  whofe  clamours  upon  many  occafi- 
ons  are  not  eafily  to  be  fubdued. — ^Notwithftand- 
ing  this,  the  good  opinions  and  recommenda- 
tions 
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tions  of  thefe  motley  vifitors  (of  all  ages  and 
conftitutions)  are  the  very  materials  to  form 
the  foundation  of  report^  upon  which  the  fuper- 
ftrufture  of  your  reputation  and  future  practice 

is  to  be  raifed. Although  gravity,  even  to  a 

certain  degree  of  folemnity,  is  a characteriftic  of 
of  your  profeffional  practice,  yet  there  are  times 
when  you  muft  unavoidably  come  forward  to 
enliven  \h.e.good  ladies  with  a fpecimen  of  your  vo- 
lubility, and  variegate  the  natural  extremities 
of  pain  with  the  applicable  infinuations  of  mirth. 
Jocular  inuendoes  and  double  entendres  are  not 
only  expected,  but  courted  in  the  intervals  of 
eafe,  or,  as  the  good  women  generally  term  it, 
“ when  the  bulinefs  ftands  itill.’’ 

The  introduction  of  the  tea-table  and  the  joke 
are  always  confidered  equally  promoters  of  mirth 
and  the  delivery ; the  practitioner  is  expeCted 
to  be  well  flocked  with  the  mofl  fafliionable  re- 
citals of  fedudion,  rapes,  fornication,  and  adultery, 
which,  if  well  told,  and  applicably  intro- 
duced, infures  him  to  a certainty  the  fu- 
ture interefls  of  his  company.  It  will  be  abfo- 

■ 1 ' 

lutely  neceffary  for  you  to  fall  into  all  the  opini- 
ons of  the  table,  except  the  glafs  of  brandy  re- 
peatedly preffed  upon  you  by  the  nurfe  (as  a fpe- 
I cific,  or  grand  arcana,  for  every  ill)  with  the 

very 
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very  exprefllve  plea  of  its  not  doing  you  anj 
harm  ; and  “ befides,  Sir,  what’s  good  for  the 
“ goofe  is  good  for  the  gander.” 

After  fuch  cafual  refpites  (which  frequently 
happen)  when  the  progrefs  of  labour  calls  you 
again  to  your  chair  of  office,  refume  the  lan- 
guage of  commiferation,  giving  your  patient 
every  alleviation  of  hope  for  a fpeedy  deliver- 
ance, at  the  very  time  you  are  impreffing  (by 
lignificant  looks  and  emphatic  geftures)  the  at- 
tendants and  friends  with  an  idea  of  great  diih- 
culty  and  impending  danger.  In  the  alternate 
moments  of  refpiration,  evade  every  retrofpec- 
tive  allulion  to  the  length  of  the  labour,  by 
frequent  infinuations  that  it  advances  rapidly, 
that  you  have  great  reafon  to  hope  every  obfta- 
cle  will  be  foon  furmounted  ; but  you  are  afraid 
the  confolation  you  adminifter,  and  the  pair}. 
Ihe  fullers,  will  take  but  little  hold  of  -the  me- 
mory, if  you  may  be  permitted  to  judge  from, 
the  declaration  of  a very  pretty  woman  you  de- 
livered during  your  attendance  at  the  Lying-in 
Hofpital,  who,  in  reply  to  your  tender  admoni- 
tions of  fortitude  and  patience,  faid,  “ She  was 
“ very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind- 
‘‘  nefs,  but  fhe  was  very  certain  it  would  be 
juft  the  fame  again  by  that  time  twelvemonth’’ — - 

This 
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This  will  make  way  for  any  thing  applicable 
of  your  own  colleclion,  but  they  muft  be  all  bor- 
dering upon  the  original  caufe  of  the  fcene  be- 
fore you  ; for  although  the  patient  is  in  extreme 
pain,  it  is  not  fo  with  the  attendants  ; they  con- 
fider  it  a inatter  of  courfe^  and  feel  no  difgull  but 
from  fatigue,  which  they  very  juftly  conceive 
they  have  a right  to  alleviate  with  occalional 
mirth — tea,  and  a little  good  brandy. 

To  the  nurfe^  great  part  of  your  attention 
muft  be  direfted  ; for  lire,  like  a bellows  blower 
to  the  organift  at  a cathedral,  will  expect  to  be 
included  and  conftitute  WE  in  all  the  merit  of 
your  execution. — -The  rapidity,  or  gradual  pro- 
grefs  of  labour,  at  length  clofes  your  complicated 
fcene  of  mirth  and  anxiety  ; you  deliver  your 
patient,  and  proceed  to  the  fubfequencies  (feciin- 
dum  artem  J all  which  having  concluded  to  general 
admiration,  and  received  ten  thoufand  thanks 
and  blelTings  from  your  fubjecl,  you  convey  a 
pecuniary  hope  for  future  fervices  into  the  hand 
of  the  nurfe,  take  a tender  leave  of  your  patient, 
with  a promife  of  feeing  her  again  in  proper 
time,  drop  an  attrafting  nod  of  obedience  to  the 
furrounding  females,  and  meeting  the  hufband 
at  the  bottom  of  the  ftairs,  congratulate  him 
upon  his  fon  or  his  daughter  j flightly  hint  the 

dihiculty 
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difficulty  of  the  cafe,  the  danger  you  apprehend-i 
ed,  the  fatigue  you  had  undergone,  all  which 
is  not  worthy  a thought,  perfectly  happy  in  an 
event  that  contributes  fo  largely  to  the  happinefs 
of  him  and  his  family. 

That  part  of  the  work  being  completed,  that 
moft  depended  upon  the  efforts  of  Nature,  it  be- 
comes your  duty  to  promote  your  own  intereft 
by  every  exertion  of  art.  Should,  after  your 
departure,  any  hemorrhage  enfue,  inevitable  dan- 
ger will  be  apprehended,  the  patient  will  be  re- 
duced, the  friends  alarmed,  and  you,  in  the 
moments  of  dreadful  anxiety,  be  immediately 
fent  for  ; this  lucky  circumjian'ce  will  operate  to 
your  earneft  wifti ; it  will  afford  ample  fcope  for 
your  moft  fertile  invention,  and  happily  intro- 
duce a long  lift  of  Jiyptics,  anodynes,  and  all  thofe 
neceffary  concomitants  that  give  a profitable 
complexion  to  the  bufinefs,  by  enlarging  your 
hopes,  protracting  the  cafe,  and  encreafing  the 
danger. 

However,  fliould  this  favourable  circumftance 
not  occur,  your  privilege  is  by  no  means  cur- 
tailed ; you  immediately  commence  your  previ- 
ous intentional  operation  of  difpatching  a fiiffici- 
ency  of  balfamic  anodyne  draughts,  to  promote 
“ and  mitigate  the  feverity  of  after  pains,  that 
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very  much  diftrefs  the  patient.”  Thefe 
I draughts  fhould  be  continued  every  four  hours  at 
, leajl,  and  as  a fuflicient  quantity  of  that  excellent 
. (and  cheap)  mtdicmt,fpermacati^  cannot  be  well 
. dilTolved  in  each  draught,  without  rendering  it 
: too  vifcid  in  confiftence,  it  will  be  peculiarly 
advantageous  to  you  (as  well  as  the  patient)  to 
' let  them  be  accompanied  with  bolufes  to  be  taken 
at  the  fame  time,  compofed  of  pulv.  fperma — co7i- 
fed,  alkermes,  &c. — Let  the  adminiftration  of 
thefe  medicines  be  entirely  regulated  by  the  tem- 
per, docility,  and  recovery  of  your  fubjedl ; 
having  it  ever  in  mind,  that  it  is  neither  your 
duty  or  intereft  to  make  the  leaft  obfervation 
upon  their  being  no  longer  neceffary,  till  their 
frequent  ufe  is  complained  of  by  the  patient 
fufferer ; and  even  then  you  are  favoured  by 
fortune  in  a plea,  that  you  “ are  now  under  the 
“ abfolute  neceffity  of  making  unavoidable 
“ alterations  for  the  prevention  of  the  lyiilk,  or 
“ puerperal  fever,  which  you  very  much  appre- 
“ hend  may  enfue.”  That  it  is  an  invariable 
rule  with  you,  never  to  recommend  the  ufe  of 
medicines,  but  where  they  are  highly  necelTary  ; 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  it  is  y our  duty,  from  the 
motive  of  gratitude,  to  be  equally  circumfpect, 
for  the  promotion  of  her  health  and  your  own 
reputation. 


io 
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To  effect  every  defirable  purpofe,  a gentle 
diaphorejts  muft  be  fupported,  to  prevent  obftruc- 
tions  and  promote  the  neceffary  excretions  ; to 
procure  which,  you  muft  entreat  moft  earneftly 
an  implicit  obedience  to  your  diredions,  which 
from  a variety  of  iinpleafant  fymptoms  becomes  in- 
difpenfable.  To  carry  which  point  in  a ftill 
greater  degree,  renew,  at  every  vifit,  your  at- 
tentions to  the  nurfe  (who  in  your  abfence  is  a 
vortex  of  knowledge,  in  your  prefence  all  obe- 
dience) her  approbation  of  your  condud,  and 
good  opinion  of  your  practice  muft  be  obtained 
at  any  price  ; it  becomes  with  you  a confideration 
of  greater  magnitude  than  your  patient’s  recov^e- 
ry  ; for  fliould  deettb  no  longer  permit  ber  pre- 
fence in  the  feene  of  fublunary  events,  you  lofe 
one  patient  only  ; but  with  the  good  opinion  and 
recommendation  of  the  niirfe^  vaniflies  hundreds 
of  patients  in  embryo^  to  be  brought  forth  by  the 
influence  of  her  exaggerated  reports  of  your  in- 
credible abilities. 

The  nurfe  once  fecured  and  attached  to  your 
intereft,  becomes  an  admirable  inftrument  for 
the  promotion  of  all  your  defigns,  flie  embraces 
every  opportunity  to  ftrengthen  your  directions, 
and  urges  (as  you  have  done)  the  continuation 
of  medicine,  “ till,  with  the  blcfling  of  God, 

“ her 
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“ her  miftrefs  is  quite  fet  up  and  upon  her  legs 
again.”  A proper  reflexion  upon  thefe  fub- 
lecls  will  convince  you  (even  in  the  infancy  of 
vour  embarkation)  that  a 7nidivifery  cafe  in  2.  good 
"amily  is  no  bad  thing,  and  made  the  moft  of, 
with  the  occafional  aid  of  perpetual  cardiacs^ — 
mlfamics, — carminatives^  and  anodynes^  to  eafe  and 
quiet  the  child,”  every  time  it  coughs^  or 
belches,  conftitutes  a harveft  of  induftry  and  po- 
litical neceffity,  that  the  world  in  general  is  very 
cittle  acquainted  with. 

Previous  to  the  doling  of  the  curtain,  you 
nave^ftpl  an  additional  chance  for  more  depre- 
ilations  upon  the  unfortunate  hufband  ; fliould 
Stagnant  occalion  a coagulum  in  the  ladleals^ 
"onftituting  a turgency  of  the  breafts,  threatening 
a formation  of  matter,  fuppuration  becomes  al- 
moft  unavoidable,  and  you  promote*  it  accord- 
ingly ; this  leads  to  certain  operation,  daily  drelT- 
ings,  &c.  all  tend  to  encreafe  your  intereft,  and 
give  you  the  enjoyment  of  a temporary  mono- 
poly in  the  joint  practice  of  midivifery,  furgery^ 
iind  phyfic. 
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7<)  the  Apothecary. 


r 

i H E varieties  of  your  paft,  as  well  as  the 
perfonal  requifites  for  your  future  deftination, 
are  of  fuch  a pantomimic  and  party-coloured 
complexion,  that  I cannot  proceed  to  a recital 
fo  truly  rifible,  without  firft  offering  you,  in  the 
lines  of  Woty,  a predominant  trait  in  my  own 
chara6ler^ 


“ I love  to  laugh,  though  Care  ftand  frowning  by, 
“ And  pale  Misfortune  rolls  her  meagre  eye.” 


Thus  happily  difpofed  to  thofe  brilliant  fallies  of 
mirth,  that  almoft  renovate  life,  and  fet  melan- 
choly at  defiance,  you  will  be  the  lefs  liable  to 
furprife,  that  I fhall  defeend  to  the  very  minutias 
of  your  necelfary  qualifications,  for  the  fupport 
of  fo  arduous  and  complicated  a character  as 
you  are  now  going  to  perform  upon  the  theatre 
of  life. 

It  is  very  natural  to  conclude  you  have,  dur-j 
ing  the  tedious  years  of  initiation  as  an  appren- 
tice, and  your  more  mature  fervices  as  ajour-, 
neyman,  (politely  ycleped  afliftant)  whether  in 
the  metropolis,  or  the  country,  gone  through 

every 


every  degree  of  drudgery,  and  feelingly  experi- 
enced  every  indignity,  that  infoknt  pride  could 
beftow,  or  patient  merit  receive.  Not  an  infe- 
rior truft  (of  the  inferior  part  of  the  faculty) 
but  you  have  carried  into  execution,  from  the 
injection  of  an  enema  in  a garret,  to  the  fepara- 
tion  of  an  emplajirum  veficatorium  in  a workhoufe. 
Thefe  are  offices  of  humanity  and  fervice  to 
your  fellow  creatures,  that  do  you  immortal  ho- 
nour ; they  are  retrofpectives  that  form  an  epoch 
in  the  mind  of  every  pradlitioner,  and  afford 
him  the  powerful  confolation  of  /acred  truth. 
“ He  that  humbleth  himfelf,”  &c.  by  which  rule 
and  the  force  of  a fertile  imagination,  any  apo- 
. thecary  may  conceive  himfelf  a phyftcian,  even  in 
I the  adminiftration  of  a glyjier.  In  this  hofpita- 
i ble  execution  (taken  metaphorically)  there  can- 
i not  be  fuppofed  the  leaf!;  indignity  ; for  it  is  uni- 
verfally  known  the  greatejl  and  moft  prudent  ge- 
! nerals  are  in  the  rear  during  the  heat  of  battle  ; 
and  we  are  again  thought  ferioufly  to  believe 
“ the  laft  fhall  be  firft,”  &c.  fo  that  you  have 
3 every  way,  (by  both  faith  and  fervices J infured 
I a religious  and  prophetic  of  preferment. 

Having  for  many  years  encountered  the  veorft^ 
jyou  are  now  prepared  for  the  heji  ; and  bidding 
i adieu  to  the  rigid  rules  of  auftere  matters,  em- 
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bark  upon  your  own  foundation,  qualified  for 
every  medical  confultation,  from  the  bedcham- 
ber of  a dutchefs  dowager  to  the  fubterraneous 
refidence  of  her  chairman.  You  have,  at  this 
period,  not  only  fliaken  off  the  fhackles  of  fer- 
vitude,  but  the  very  recolleclion  of  your  long 
{landing  culinary  connections.  In  your  various 
changes  of  refidence,  tedious  peregrinations, 
and  medical  obfervations,  it  is  natural  to  con- 
clude, you  have  acquired  by  care,  fludy,  and 
attention,  a competent  knowledge  of  almoft 
every  tint  in  the  picture  of  life ; which,  with 
embellifiiments,  derived  from  a few  courfes  un- 
der fome  of  the  metropolitan  le dinner s,  and  bofpi- 
ial  attendance^  tp  qualify  you  for  the  complica- 
tion of  country  practice,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
you  come  from  the  forge  properly  formed,  to 
make  wrong  appear  right,  and  right  wrong,  in 
the  face  of  every  old  woman,  in  the  county  where 
you  are  going  to  refide. 

Exclufive  of  thefe  qualifications,  and  the  many 
inftructions  already  introduced  under  the  two 
preceding  heads  (to  which  you  may  occafionally 
refer)  there  are  a great  variety  that  mult  be  ad- 
vanced for  your  particular  ufe.,  and  to  thofe  you 
•will,  no  doubt,  pay  every  proper  attention,  if 
you  indulge  the  lealt  defire  to  become  a popular 
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imember  of  the  faculty.  In  refpedi:  to  perfonal 
appearance,  former  diftinclions  and  peculiarities 
are  in  fome  degree  levelled,  the  world  is  very 
:much  relaxed  in  its  feverities,  and  the  apothe- 
icary  mixes  vdth  the  general  herd  of  mankind, 
rwithout  thofe  diftinguifliing  exteriors  that  were 
his  profeffional  charafteriftics.  The  gilt-headed 
1 cane  and  enormous  taflel  are  no  longer  in  ufe  j 
I the  full-bottom  wig^  that  fo  univerfally  ornamented 
I the  os  frontis  of  the  faculty  in  general,  is  now 
;almoft  laid  afide  with  inferior  claifes,  and  en- 
1 grolfed  by  the  college.  The  apothecary  (particu- 
larly in  the  country)  is  in  every  refped:  free 
: from  the  illiberal  cenfure  of  former  times,  and 
t treading  clofe  upon  the  heels  of  the  parfon  and 
who.  lawyer,  enjoys,  without  reftraint,  chace, 

! the  giin,  the  bottle,  and  bonaroba.  Thefe,  if  you 
. are  of  a volatile  difpolition  and  amorous  con- 
ftiution,  afford  (at  feafonable  opportunities)  a 
happy  and  high  relifbed  relaxation  from  the 
: many  feverities  of  medical  praftice. 

Having  fixed  upon  your  intended  fpot  for 
I embarkation,  let  every  thought  be  employed  to 
I difplay  an  attracting  uniformity  in  the  difpofition 
k of  your  apparatus,  for  the  claptrap  of  public  ap- 
t probation  ; and  though  that  great  inveftigator 
1'  of  human  nature  has  beautifully  portrayed  “ a 
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beggarly  account  of  empty  boxes  f yet  they  become 
immediately  neceffary  to  your  prefent  purpofe  ; 
it  not  being  his-  bufinefs  to  explain  the  folly  and 
extravagance  of  your  placing  any  thing  of  con- 
fequence  there,  before  you  was  experimentally 
convinced  you  Ihould  have  occafipn  for  its  ufe. 
Let  there  be  a profujion  of  appearance  j the  foell  of  | 
a fhop  is  not  very  expenfive,  and  druggifts  are  fo  ] 
numerous  that  you  may  be  expeditioufly  fup- 
plied  whenever  circumftances  require  it. — The 
bottles  (being  tranfparent)  become  more  imme- 
diately in  need  of  fomething  in  each,  particularly  ; 
a few  of  thofe  articles  (as  hartfhorn,  lavender,  ^ 
See.)  that  are  in  common  requeft.  The  lower 
drawers  (within  reach)  may  be  labelled  with  ' 
ohfolete  titles.,  and  in  each  placed  various  paper  i 
parcels  of  bran  or  faw-dufi,  to  avoid  a chance  of  ‘ 
the  farcafm  upon  the  faculty  by  a countryman, 
who  happened  to  be  left  alone  fome  time  in  the 
fhop  of  an  apothecary,  and  whofe  curiolity  be- 
ing excited  by  the  great  number  of  drawers., 
was  powerfully  prompted  to  open  one  labelled 
“ Tbusf  which  finding  empty,  he  was  induced 
to  try  a fecond,  Jiill  the  fame  ; a third,  the  fame 
alfo. — Oh  ! oh  ! fays  he,  “ I fee  plain  enough 
how  it  is,  they  are  all  Thus.*'  Your  fliop  being 
at  length  fmiflied  in  a llile  modern  and  ftriking, 

let 
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let  a green  filk  curtain  (with  brafs  rods  and 
rings)  be  affixed  to  your  window  j it  is  an  ex- 
cellent method  of  conveying  an  idea  of  internal 
myftery,  and  infpiring  proportionate  external 
curiofity.  Let  no  paltry  diffidence  appear  in 
the  board  over  your  door,  announcing  your 
name  and  qualifications ; there  are  great  num- 
bers that  can’t  diftinguiffi  fmall  letters  at  a dif- 
tance,  to  avoid  which  inconvenience,  let  the 
capitals  be  as  confpicuous  as  the  canvas  figures 
at  a country  puppet-ffiew. 

“ Thus  far  before  the  wind;”  and  being  (as 
it  is  natural  to  conclude)  not  greatly  engaged, 
it  becomes  your  immediate  attention  to  wait 
perfonally  upon  the  different  overfeers  of  the 
furrounding  pariffies,  and  give  them  moft  for- 
cibly to  underftand,  they  have  been  for  many 
years  the  fubjecls  of  impofition  ; but  you  hav- 
ing more  honejiy  than  the  whole  body , of  the 
faculty,  will  undertake  to  farm  the  medical 
fuperintendance  of  the  'poor,  at  half  the  annual 
fum  it  has  ever  cofi;  the  inhabitants  before.  This 
political  ftroke  will  excellently  anfwer  both  your 
purpofes,  for  overfeers  in  general  care  not  how 
little  they  pay ; and  you  being  profeffionally 
callous  to  the  tears  of  poverty  and  diftrefs,  care 
not  how  little  you  give  for  their  money. 
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Tartar  emetic — Ptdv.  coniray.  c. — Puh.  nitri^ 
and  Pulv.  jalapii — are  medicines  admirably  cal- 
culated for  the  conftitutions  of  the  poor  ; and 
thirty  or  forty  Ihillings  a year  in  thofe  arti- 
cles, will  be  fulhcient  for  the  confumption  of 
jive  or  fix  pariflies  ; with  the  additional  advan- 
tage of  rendering  vials  uhneceffary,  a conlide- 
ration  of  fome  confequence,  when  it  is  remem- 
bered they  are  now  double  their  former  price. 
/ 

Thefe  parochial  connections  will  be  productive  of 
advantage  in  more  ways  than  one,  for  as  the 
unhappy  paupers  will  be  conftantly  feen  at  your 
door,  it  will  afford  all  the  appearance  of  fudden 
popularity. 

Oftentatious  parade,  and  perfonal  confe- 
quence, muft  be  your  leading  traits,  and 
never  loft  fight  of ; a couple  of  korfes  will  contri- 
bute largely  to  thefe  objects  ; not  that  you  are 
expected  to  degrade  the  dignity  of  your  pro- 
feffion,  by  riding,  like  Hughes  or  Aftley,  two  at 
a time,  but  their  appearance  will  conftitute  an 
admirable  fhew  of  bufinefs  in  being  rode  alter- 
nately ; and  as  moft  young  men  who  have  not 
been  long  their  own  mafters,  are  fond  of  dif- 
playing  their  perfons  on  the  outfcle  of  a horfe, 
you  may  exultingly  not  only  “ feed  fat”  the 
propenfity,  but  the  general  run  of  your  mecha- 
nical 
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nical  neighbours  (who  fee  no  farther  than  the 
tips  of  their  nofes,  and  are  ever  caught  by  ap- 
pearances) will  erroneoufly  fuppofe  you  are 
vifiting  fome  of  the  firft  charaders  in  the  county. 

As  it  will  be  now  highly  derogatory  for  you  ^ 
: to  ftain  your  hands  with  any  menial  fervices, 
j procure  fpeedily  a journeyman  (alias  affiftant)  to 
[enhance  your  own  weight ; if  there  is  atprefent 
[nothing  for  him  to  do,  the  curtain,  before  re- 
.‘Commended,  will  obfcure  his  indolence  from 
the  prying  eye  of  public  curiofity. 

No  part  of  the  faculty  having  ever  been  re- 
markable for  the  regularity  or  fervency  of  their 
devotions,  your  prefence  at  church  will  confe- 
fquently  not  be  expected  (particularly  after  the 
dmpreflions  you  have  made  of  being  perpetually  ' 
engaged)  unlefs  you  politically  appear  there  at 
"wo  or  three  different  times,  merely  for  the 
convenience  of  being  called  out  by  your  own 
direblion,  at  the  ftill  and  moft  awful  part  of  the 
fervice  ; a circumftance  that  will  tell  much  to 
vour  advantage  with  every  fuperannuated  old 
woman  in  the  parifli.  Take  particular  care  that 
♦'■Qur  horfe  is  conftantly  brought  to  your  door 
pn  the  fabbath  day,  juft  as  the  neighbours  are 
raHing  to  church,  and  there  paraded  fome  time 
previous  to  your  appearance,  which  to  every 

weak 
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weak  mind  will  have  its  eflfefts  ; and  be  equally 
careful  to  meafure  the  fteps  of  your  horfe^  by  the 
hands  of  your  watch,  fo  that  whether  your 
journey  is  accidentally  long,  or  intentionally 
fhort,  you  return  juft  at  the  moment  of  their 
difmiflion  from  the  religious  conventicle.  In 
palling  the  whole  body  of  inhabitants,  be  ftricftly 
careful  of  your  felf  confequence — a bow  of figni^ 
jicant  refped  to  two  or  three  of  the  fuperiors,  may 
be  applicable  and  confiftent — but  no  familiarity 
with,  or  knowledge  of,  the  multitude ; the 
greater  your  ojientation  and  indifference,  the 
more  fervile  will  be  their  admiration  and  refpedl. 

By  no  means  form  any  hafty  or  inconfiderate 
matrimonial  connection  ; you  will  derive  many 
advantages  at  firft  from  a life  of  celibacy  ; there 
are  always  a variety  of  juvenile  females  in 
the  country  (as  well  as  the  metropolis)  who 
confidering  themfelves  every  way  qualified  to  con- 
ftitute  dodlor’s  ladies,  will  moft  induftrioully 
throw  themfelves  in  your  way  upon  every  occa- 
fion,  vthat  their  perfonal  attraftions  may  not 

t 

efcape  your  obfervation.  To  families  where 
there  are  daughters,  nieces,  or  coufins,  who 
conceive  themfelves  ripe  for  the  gordian  knot,  you 
may  afture  yourfelf  of  being  called  in  a fliort 
time ; for  as  you  arc  fuch  “ a charming  man” 


in 
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n your  appearance,  (and  fo  admirably  fitting 
or  a hufband)  there  can’t  be  the  leaft  reafon  to 
oubt  your  profefiional  qualifications. 

You  may  perhaps  ftart  fome  doubts,  (or  con- 
ientious  qualms  may  arife)  how  thefe  appear- 
nces  are  to  be  fupported  in  the  infancy  of  bu- 
aiefs,  without  any  great  perfonal  property  to 
nclion  or  juftify  the  attempt ; in  fuch  diffi- 
ence  you  perfectly  difplay,  not  only  your 
lufillanimity,  but  want  of  knowledge  and  ex- 
erience  ; for  certainly  out  of  the  above  defcrip- 
on  of  females,  who  will  conftantly  pay  court 
your  confequence,  and  by  a thoufand  modes 
licit  your  attention,  furely  fome  one  of  the  beji 
yfions  may  be  obtained,  whofe  fortune^  and 
vantage  of  family  connexion,  may  anfwer 
ur  moft  fanguine  expectations:  but  fhould 
te  confpire  againft  you  in  both  biiftnefs  and  mar- 
'age,  you  will  have  the  confolation  of  having 
Dade  a bold  pujh,  and  failing  in  the  attempt, 
:ou  only  become  a fafhionable  adventurer,  and 
tefully  pay  your  creditors  7iothing  in  the 
'^nmd. 

Having  gone  .through  a chain  of  circum- 
iances  and  inllruclions,  necelfary  for  the  fup- 
(ort  of  your  public  appearance,  it  will  be  natu- 
lly  expected  I fhall  revert  to  the  modes  of 

behaviour 
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behaviour  that  are  to  conflitute  your  private 
character,  in  the  profeffional  tranfaclions  that 
you  conclude  will  daily  occur.  Firft,  let  it  be 
your  conftant  obfervance  to  be  equally  referved 
and  dillicult  of  accefs — whenever  your  opinion 
is  required,  even  in  your  own  £hop,  appear 
there  with  tedious  reluctance,  as  if  privacies  of 
the  utmoft  confequence  prevented  your  earlier 
attendance  ; this  will  not  only  add  to  your  me- 
dical weight,  but  ralfe  your  reputation  for  good 
breeding  and  intercourfe  with  the  polite  world ; 
for  it  is  univerfally  known,  none  but  the  inferior 
orders  are  introduced  to  each  other  without 
ceremony  ; it  would  be  therefore  highly  ridicu- 
lous in  you  to  pradife  a mode  of  behaviour  in 
ufe  only  with  the  loweft  claffes  of  mankind. 

Never  leave  home  without  letting  your  horfe 
be  held  long  enough  at  the  door  to  be  obferved 
by  the  furrounding  neighbours;  the  moft  trifling 
indication  of  bufinefs  is  a point  in  your  favour,! 
and  ought  by  no  means  to  be  omitted.  By  the! 
invariable  good  efled  of  which  rule,  no  meflen-B 
ger  whatever  fliould  arrive  from  the  countryB 
for  medicines,  but  he  muft  be  detained  as  long  as^ 
pojfible  ; his  preparations  fliould  never  be  readyH 
when  called  for ; on  the  contrary,  his  horfeH; 
fliould  be  hung  or  held  at  the  door  for  half  an  I' 

hour  I 
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{hour  at  leaft  ; a double  advantage  is  derived 
tfrom  this  neceffary  caution — the  horfe  at  the 
:door  will  prove  a ftriking  object  to  the  public, 
land  the  meffenger  will  affure  the  family  you 
attend,  that  nothing  but  your  great  hurry  oc- 
xafioned  the  delay  in  his  return. 

It  will  be  ftrictly  proper  for  you,  upon  all 
x)ccafions,  to  preferve  the  moft  inflexible  fere- 
mity  of  countenance,  even  to  extreme  gravity  ; 
and  this  injund:ion  becomes  the  more  immedi- 
ately neceflary,  as  there  are  a vaft  variety  of  un- 
expected caufes  for  laughter,  to  w'^hich  you  will 
fee  open,  in  the  frequent  applications  of  unpo- 
liflied  ruftics,  for  your  great  opinion  and  afliftance. 
One  clafs  will  “ beg  the  favour  of  you  to  fubferibe 
for  their  complaints  another  “ hopes  you 
won’t  be  offended,  but  he  is  come  to  infult 
you  upon  his  cafe thefe  inftances  are  fo  ex- 
xeedingly  common,  that  you  will  often  meet 
with  them,  where  they  are  lealt  expected.  There 
mow  lives  an  alderman^  in  a very  capital  town 
and  place  of  royal  refidence^  who,  a few  years 
ifince,  labouring  under  an  epidemic  complaint, 
nvas  told  that  fymptoms  were  alarming,  and  a 
'glyjler  was  unavoidably  neceflary ; to  which  re- 
tprefentation  he  expoftulated,  begg'ng  the  apo- 
tthecary  “ to  lay  afide  his  intention,  and  give 

“ him 
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“ him  any  thing  to  take  inwardly;  but  for  God^s  \ 
“ fake^  to  have  no  cutting  and  JJaying” — Ano-  i 
ther  of  the  fame  learned  body  corporate  (for  they 
have  both  kiffed  the  K — .g’s  hand)  faid  “ he 
■“  bore  the  feverity  of  his  complaint  with  more 
“ patience,  now  he  was  manured  to  it.” 

To  prove  the  frequency  of  thefe  accidental 
flips,  it  is  inapoflible  to  refift  the  prefent  temp- 
tation of  introducing  a few  more,  that  occur  to » 
memory  in  the  prefent  recital.  A lad  upon  the 
borders  of  Northamptonlhire,  being  fent  in  the 
night  to  a medical  practitioner  at  Banbury,  and 
calling  him  out  of  bed,  told  him,  “ he  mufi; 
“ come  immediately  to  his  miftrefs,  for  Ihe  had 

*•  got  a Vijiula  ! “ Where  In  ano  ?”  “ No, 

Zir,  in  the  next  parifli  to’t.” 

In  an  excurfion  to  Surry,  I was  folicited  in  a 
parifli  near  Chertfey,  to  give  my  advice  to  a | 
mafter  carpenter  there,  who  had  been  a long 
time  indifpofed;  but  my  prefeription  having 
had  the  defired  effect,  and  the  poor  man  getting 
abroad,  he  very  gratefully  declared  to  all  his 
friends,  “ I was  the  bejl  mujician  that  ever  came 

into  the  country.” In  the  county  of  Berks, 

an  elderly  woman  came  to  confult  me  upon  the 
bad  ftate  of  her  daughter’s  health  j and  after  j 
animadverting  upon  fymptoms,  told  me  in  a 

whifper^ 
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Tjohlfper,  “ that  her  daughter  was  to  have  been 
*“  married  to  a young  man  fome  time  fince  ; but 
fomething  happening  to  break  it  off,  fhe  really 
believed  ^twas  nature  turned  inward  in  her.’* 
Paying  a vilit,  in  my  earlier  days,  to  the  lady 
K)f  a good  old  country  alderman  of  a borough 
an  Hertfordfliire,  Ihe,  after  many  awkward  apo- 
Qogies  for  the  indelicacy  of  the  fubjefl,  trem- 
;blingly  told  me,  “ fhe  had  been  very  uneafy  for 
fome  days,  with  a violent  heat  in  her  firma- 

ment.** By  way  of  fupprefling  thofe  rifible 

; emotions  in  my  difpolition  I have  before  defcrib- 
led,  I,  for  a moment,  changed  the  fubject,  by 
[ enquiring  the  health  of  her  hufband ; to  which 
I Ihe  replied,  with  thanks,  “ he  was  exceedingly 
well,  but  gone  to  make  an  excrefcence  into  the 
country  plunged  deeper  in  difficulty,  and 
L nearer  the  than  before,  which  was  now  be- 
['Come  hard  to  fupprefs,  I applied  myfelf  to  her 
:fnuff-box,  then  on  the  table,  and  paffing  a few 
iencomiums  on  its  neatnefs,  fhe  faid,  it  was  very 
cmuch  admired,  being  a gypfey* s pimple  fet  in 
\pinch-gut. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  be  now  prepared  for 
ifuch  unexpected  mifapplication  of  words,  fuch 
\fubUmity  of  exprejfion,  and  regulate  the  rigidity  of 
;your  frontal  mufcles  accordingly  j when  called 

to 
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to  a patient,  let  your  perfonal  ad^refs  and  beha- 
viour be  modelled  entirely  by  the  ftate  of  his 
■property  ; if  he  is  your  fuperior  in  rank  and  con- 
dition, every  action  of  yours  muft  denote  it 

moft  llrikingly  you  approach  with  refpe6l 

you  di6iate  with  JuhaiiJfion--^~-yG\ir  mildnefs  and 
affedled  penetration  muft  be  perceptible  in  all  your 
enquiries,  making  the  moft  fcriipulous  obferva- 
tions  how  far  you  feem  ta  gain  upon  the  credulity 
and  good  opinion  of  your  fubjefl,  taking  leave 
with  all  thofe  attracting  expreffions  of  tender- 
nefs  and  fympathy,  (highly  tinctured  with  ref- 
pect)  that  may  give  your  patient  a favourable 
idea  of  the  integrity it  can  never  be  your  intc- 
reji  to  poflefs. 

On  the  contrary,  when  your  advice  and  aiftft- 
ance  is  required  to  a patient,  whofe  feelings  are 
equally  wounded  by  bodily  affliction  and  the 
barbed  arrow  of  adverlity,  you  may  fafely  re- 
verfe  the  whole  mode  of  behaviour,  and  put 
into  practice  your  perfonal  pride,  even  to  per- 
fect impudence.  This  will  be  in  many  refpects 
a conftftency  of  conduCt ; it  wall  be  convincing 
them,  as  you  have  nothing  to  hope  from  their 
affiuence^  you  have  certainly  nothing  to  fear  from 
their  poverty. 
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Let  what  will  be  the  condition  of  your  patient, 
you  are  not  to  act  as  fome  few  confeientious 
oraclitioners  do,  explaining  what  you  conceive 
; 0 be  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  original  caufe  of 
l Oinplaint,  or  from  what  operation  you  expect 
^txpeditious  relief ; this  may  be  the  belt  practice 
i\dth  thofe  unfafhionable  formal  old  fellows, 
vho  received  their  medical  inftru6tions  near 
4alf  a .century  lince,  and  pique  themfelves  upon 
vhat  they  call  their  integrity  ; but  it  will  be  per- 
jectly  illiberal  in  you,  who  have  received  a more 
nodern  and  polilhed  education.  Ambiguity, 
ind  true  medical  myftery,  will  be  your  bell 
•[uide  upon  every  occafion  ; by  not  naming  the 
:afe,  or  caufe  of  complaint,  you  can  never  be  ac- 
, ufed  of  having  mijiaken  it ; and  by  letting  the 
property  of  the  medicine  you  adminifter  remain 
matter  of  fecrecy  with  all  but  yourfelf,  you 
leferve  the  incontrovertible  power  of  faying, 
it  has  had  the  very  effect  you  intended f whe- 
flier  it  operates  hf  vomit,  Jiool,  urine,  perfpiration, 
nr  Jleep  : thefe  are  precautions  a man  always 
takes,  a fool  never,  and  may  be  deemed  fome- 
^hing  fimilar  to  the  conduct  of  Bayes’s-troops  in 
<he  Rehearfal,  who,  the  warlike  melfenger  faid, 
'•  were  Healing  a march  in  filis.^\ 

E 
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During  tlie  indifpofition  of  yoiir  patient,  ’tU 
your  duty  to  think  much  more  of  the  emolu- 
ment that  will  arife  from  the  protradion  of  his 
cafe,  than  the  expedience  of  his  cure.  You  muft 
have  it  ever  in  mind,  that  he  has  paid  you  the 
greateft  compliment  one  man  can  poffibly  pay  , 
another  on  earth  ; he  has  placed  an  implicit  con-  i 
lidence,  and  entrufted  you  with  the  care  of  his 
conftitution  and  the  key  of  his  cafli ; in  fact,  he 
has  put  both  his  life  and  property  into  your 
hands  ; and  the  afpecl  you  owe  to  felf-preferva- 
tion  renders  it  neceffary  you  make  the  moft  of 
both.  Let  your  attachment  to  his  health  and  iu- 
tereft  be  demonftrated  by  the  frequency  of  your 
attendance  ; it  will  be  impojflible  for  you  to  give 
a greater  proof  of  your  difinterejied  friendfliip, 
than  by  your  large  and  conftant  fupplies  of  dif- 
ferent medicines ; too  great  a quantity,  too 
great  a variety  cannot  be  introduced  ; they  all 
tend  to  a promotion  of  your  emolument,  and 
the  fum  total  of  ydur  bill  will  be  confidered  a 
Jiriking  proof  oi  your  merit  and  alTiduity.  , ' 

If  you  find  the  family  and  friends  not  per- ' ^ 
feftly  fatisfied  with  your  conduct,  that  there  is  ; 
the  leaft  coolnefs  and  difeontent  perceptible,  or 
fymptoms  of  prefent  or  approaching  danger, 
ftrongly  recommend  the  prefence  of  a better  opi- 
nion 
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ulon  in  tlie  form  of  a pLyiician  ; this  will  prove 
in  exertion  of  the  foundeft  policy — double  the 
jjuantity  of  medicines  will  be  thrown  into  his 
orefcription  for  the  promotion  of  your  intereft, 
i.nacl  that  the  prefent  danger  will  amply  juftify, 
und  fhould  the  unhappy  victim  be  doomed 

To  pafs  that  bourne, 

“ From  whence  no  traveller  returns,’’ 

J 

"fou  have  nobbly  and  Ikilfully  flipped  your  neck 
teut  of  the  collar,  and  left  all  the  credit  of  ki/l- 
vig  (as  you  really  ought  to  do)  to  your  fuperior, 
-.v^hofe  diploma  entitles  him  to  the  preference  ; 
md,  vice  verfa^  fhould  you  perceive  the  patient 
md  family  become  dupes  to  your  affected  fince- 
iity,  and  that  you  are  daily  railing  yourfelf  in 
jheir  eflimation,  erect  a ftructure  of  profellional 
pplaufe  upon  the  bafis  of  their  credulity  ; infi- 
■ uate  every  poflible  degree  of  felf  praife,  and 
5t  the  advice  of  a phyfician  in  the  molt  con- 
temptible point  of  view. Affect  unlimited 

Itachipent  to  the  intereft  of  your  patient,  and 
‘ly,  “you  will  recommend  iMuch  better  advice 
nan  your  own,  if  you  could  do  it  with  a con- 
fientious  confiftency  ; but  it  had  ever  been  an 
opinion  of  yours  (which  was  ftill  unaltered)  if 
ne  apothecary  could  not  plunder  a family  fnffi- 

E 2 ciently. 
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ciently^  the  better  method  would  be  to  adopt  a 
confultatlon^  when  it  might  be  done  to  a c^r- 
tainty.” 

This  open  manner  of  dealing  inflantly  en- 
hances you  in  the  eftimation  of  patient  and 
friends,  and  you  will  confequently  hand  fo  high 
in  opinion  that  you  may  proceed  deliberately  in 
your  fpoils  without  interruption,  for  where  there 
are  no  daily  fees  (fwallowed  up  in  the  vortex  of 
the  college)  your  more  trifling  depredations  will 
not  be  confldered  as  matters  of  medical  magni- 
tude or  impofltion. 

In  all  kinds  of  inferior  practice  render  every 
look,  every  thought  and  aftion,  fubfervient  to 
your  general  intent  of  perfonal  rank  and  pecu- 
niary confequence ; it  muft  be  your  particular 
fludy  to  inculcate  every  idea  in  the  lower  clafs, 
of  your  great  penetration  and  abilities  ; by  your 
minute  inveftigation,  crofs-examinations,  and 
applicable  nods  of  fignificance  (implying  the 
mofl;  extenfive  knowledge)  you  will  difcover  re- 
mote fymptoms,  that  once  explained  to  the  com- 
plaining patient,  will  give  them  reafon  to  be- 
lieve (which  they  very  readily  do)  you  are  2 
fupernatural  agent ; and  one /co/  of  this  denomina- 
tion, who  firmly  believes  you  know  the  ftate  0: 
his  health  by  the  wrinkles  in  his  forehead,  or  th( 

cloiu 
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iioudin  his  urine,  will  foon  infcdt  a whole  county 
nath  the  certainty  of  your  infallible  qualificati- 
»ns.  This  opinion  once  founded,  the  effect  is 
bfolutely  incredible,  an  inftance  of  which  may 
lie  found  in  various  parts  of  England,  but  more 
particularly  in  a very  large  and  populous  town, 
uot  forty  inUe$  weft  of  the  metropolis,  where 
aols  from  every  part  jof  the  county  are  con- 
uantly  driving  (their  pockets  laden  with  chanu 
■^rAje)  to  a famous  infpector  of  urinals,  vul- 
garly denominated  a pifs-pot  doElor,  who,  to 
nagnify  the  report  of  his  incredible  fkill  and 
jenetration,  has  adopted  a certain  method  to 
mpole  upon  the  minds  of  the  multitude,  and 
irey  upon  the  little  pecuniary  collections  they 
nn  make,  to  become  the  dupes  of  his  villainy 
md  their  own  infatuation. 

The  mode  of  impofition,  I fliall  explain  in  a 
■icl  as  communicated  by  one  of  his  moft  inti- 
aate  friends,  and  leave  the  ftory  itfelf  to  ap- 
liaud  his  ingenuity.-- — He  has  (in  a very  refpec- 
ible  habitation)  a fmall  private  room,  to  which 
very  patient  or  melfenger  is  conducted  (upon  a 
slea  that  the  dodtor  is  not  at  home,  or  is  parti- 
alarly  engaged)  here  an  emiffary  (as  if  cafu- 
lly  afking  certain  queftions,  hears  the  whole 
;ory,  examines  the  urine,  and  defeends  to  par- 
ticulars 
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ticulars — the  doBor  is  in  the  adjoining  apartment; 
(calculated  by  a thin  partition  and  certain  open-, 
ings,  invifible  to  the  unfufpecling  vilitor)  where 
he  minutely  hears  the  entire  converfation  j the 
neceflary  fecrets  being  obtained,  he  makes  his 
appearance  with  the  moft  commanding  afped: ; 
at  this  awful  ceremony,  the-  fafeinated' patient 
almpft  feels  the  effe61:  of  animal,  magnetism  ; 
the  approach  of  fo  much  wifdom  deprives  him 
for  a moment  of  fpeech,  and  the  poor  devil  un-i 
dergoes  a kind  of  temporary  annihilation.  An 
inftance  of  this  occurred  not  long  hnee,  when 
a country  fellow  having  journeyed  tv/elve  miles 
to  the  doctor  with  a bottle  of  his  wife’s  crvjlal 
Jiream,  communicated  the  necelTary  particulars 
to  the  agent,  when  the  doctor,  in  poffeffion  of 

the  fecret,  made  his  appearance;- “ Well, 

“ friend!” — “ I have  brought  your  honour 
my  v/ife’s  water,  flie.  could  am  longer 

without  your  device^-*'- — -‘I'.  Your  vvdfe’s  water — 
“ very  well — ^let  me  fee  ! — aye,  I perceive  llie 
“ has  hruifed  her  Jlooulder.’^ — “ Yes,  Sir,  file  has 
“ indeed.” — “ By  this  water  (it  is  perfectly 
“ clear)  flie  has  fallen  down  flairs.^’ — “ Yes, 
“ your  honour !” — “ She  is  not  injured  in  any 
other  part  by  the  fall  ?” — “ only  complains  a 
little  at  the  bottom  of  her  belly,  your  honour.” 

“ Well, 
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- Well,  flie  fell  from  the  top  of  the  flairs  to 
= the  bottom,  I fee?’’ — “ No,  your  honour, 

- fhe  had  gone  down  two  fleps  before  flie  fell.’* 
Indeed ! why  then  you  have  not  brought  me 

(7/  her  water.” — “ No,  your  honour,  there  was 

- a little  the  bottle  would  not  hold.” — “ Why 

- then,  lirrah,  the  two  flairs  are  left  behind.”— 
This  circumflance,  (of  a thoufand  that  might  be 
quoted)  is  fufficient  to  demonftrate  the  ridicu- 
30US  credulity  of  the  multitude  in  all  matters 
hf  quackery,  and  leaves  us  to  lament,  that  the 
gnorance  of  one  clafs,  fliould  become  fo  wretch- 
ed a prey  to  the  deliberate  villainy  of  another. 

The  long  experience  you  have  had,  in  charg- 
ing and  polling  your  accompts,  under  different 
mllers  of  equal  judgment  and  experience,  leaves 
uttle  room  for  inflruclion  under  that  head  \ it 
may  however  not  prove  inapplicable  to  remind 
rou  it  is  no  matter  how  incoherent  or  unintelli- 
r^ible  the  writing  is,  provided  your  figures  are 
void  and  confpieuoiis  ; fo  long  as  you  can  convince 
Ihem  how  much  they  have  to  pay,  it  is  a total 
matter  of  indifference  to  you,  how  much  they 
■iiave  received. 

There  is  one  caution  however  exceedingly  ne- 
reffary  to  be  advanced,  to  prevent  your  becom- 
ing fubjecl  to  a reproof  given  by  the  celebrated 

Dean 


( sS  ) 

Dean  Swift  to  his  apothecary,  for  prefuming  to 
be  handfomely  paid  for  the  confidence  of  putting 
himfelf  upon  an  equality  with  his  fuperiors. 
This  is  the  impropriety  of  letting  the  word  “ vi- 
conftitute  a part  of  your  charge,  in- 
ftead  of  the  more  modeft  tenn  of  “ journeys,'* 
or  “ attendance." 

The  Dean  having  been  afilicled  with  a long 
and  fevere  fit  of  idlenefs,  requefted,  foon  after, 
recovery,  the  apothecary’s  bill ; which  having 
perufed,  and  finding  a fum  total  very  much  be- 
yond his  expectation,  he  proceeded  to  dijjedtion, 
and  perceiving  almoft  every  third  article  to  an- 
nounce the  honour  of  a “ vifit"  at  five  {hil- 
lings each,  he  fatirically  adopted  the  fo^owing 
plan  to  punifli  Mr.  Emetic,  for  what  the  Dean 
confidered  a piece  of  confummate  affurance. — ; 
Having  required  his  attendance  to  receive  his 
demand,  he  paid  down  a certain  fum  of  mo- 
ney, which  the  mortified  apothecary  continued 
to  tell  over,  and  repeatedly  compare  with  the 
figures  denoting  the  fum  total ; but  ftill  continu- 
ing to  tell  and  compare,  without  feeming  to  get 
at  all  nearer  the  point  of  fatisfaftion,  the  Dean, 
in  compalfion  to  the  confufion  he  vifibly  la- 
boured under,  obferved,  as  he  did  not  feem  to 

be  perfectly  clear  in  his  arrangement  of  the  ac- 
> 

■ conipt, 
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Gompt,  he  would  fet  him  right. — If  he  would 
but  deducf  the  amount  of  the  “ vifits”  from 
the  fum  total  of  his  bill,  he  would  find  it  exactly 
right  j ? for  being  now  pretty  well  recovered,- 
he  intended  paying  him  his  “ vifits*^  again  one  at 
a time. 

Y ou  will  now  naturally  conclude  every  in- 
firuction  that  can  be  poffibly  necefifary,  has 
been  fubmitted  to  your  confideratiori,  for  the 
promotion  of  your  profperous  and  profitable 
career  through  the  medical  journey  of  life  ; it  is 
not  fo  s for  although  we  have  gone  through  the 
ufual  forms  of  ficknefs,  to  either  recovery  or 
death,  there  is  ftill  one  remark  necefifary,  to  the 
comf)letion  of  confiftency,  in  your  profeflional 
character.  It  is  a few  obfervations,  in  derifion 
of  that  truly  contemptible  burlefque  upon  pro- 
priety, in  following  the  corps  of  your  patient 
to  the  grave  ; a folly  originating  in  ignorance., 
and  eftablifhed  by  cujiom  ; a circumltance  fo 
truly  ridiculous  and  farcical,  that  did  not  efcape 
the  penetration  and  farcaftic  wit  of  our  Arifto- 
phanes  of  the  prefent  century,  who  attacked  it 
with  the  full  force  of  his  fatire,  in  the  defcrip- 
tion  given  by  a taylor,  in  one  of  his  cele- 
brated comedies,  who  fays,  “ as  he  was  going 
home  to  a cuflomer  with  a pair  of  breeches 

“ under 
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“ under  his  arm,  he  perceived  his  neighbour 
“ Gargle,  the  apothecary,  following  a'  corps  to 
“ grave, — fo  fays  he,  Mafter  Gargle,  I fee  you 
“ are  going  home  with  your  work  too.''*  The 
juftice  of  this  remark  renders  the  circumftance 
fo  truly  ridiculous,  that  it  is  a matter  of  admi- 
ration, how  any  man  of  the  moft  common  un- 
derftanding  can  ever  fubmit  to  an  indignity  fo 
truly  laughable.  It  certainly  bears  the  appear- 
ance of  your  not  being  content  wdth  preying 
upon  the  property  of  the  deceafed,  during  their 
laft  hours  of  fublunary  afHiclion,  but  you  meanly 
purfue  their  very  remains  to  the  grave,  and 
obtain  a paltry  hatband  and  gloves,  at  the  ex- 
pence of  decency  and  difcretion.  Exclufive  of 
this  very  llriking  obftacle,  there  is  one  of  equal 
weight  in  the  fcale  of  your  profeflional  reputa- 
tion— it  certainly  can  add  none  to  the  eminence 
of  your  character,  that  the  contents  of  the  cof- 
fin was  publicly  known  to  be  a fubjecl  of  your 
fkill  and  experimental  practice. 

You  will  certainly  experience  fome  difficulty 
in  evading  a compliance  with  many  requefts, 
made  to  you  for  this  purpofe ; but  I would  re- 
commend it  you  to  encounter  difpleafure,  ra- 
ther than  become  the  dupe  of  fo  great  an  abfur- 
dity.  To  inculcate  by  example,  what  I have 

Itronglv 
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ftrongly  recommended  in  precept,  you  may  be 
affured,  that  I have,  during  my  long  practice, 
retained  fo  great  an  averfion  to  this  inconhftency 
of  character,  that  I rendered  myfelf  totally  in- 
capable of  compliance,  by  never  having  in  pof- 
felGon  a fuH  of  mourning ; this  refource  has  always 
proved  my  never  failing  friend,  when  no  other 
apology  would  be  accepted  ; and  by  never  feemi- 
ing  to  recollect  the  want  till  a few  hours  before 
the  funeral^  a written  apology  has  always  proved 
a refpectable  fubftitute,  to  which  there  was  no 
alternative. 

Having  defeended  to  the  very  minutiae  of  a 
long,  extenlive,  and  fuccelsful  pra6tice,  to  form 
your  mind,  and  regulate  your  manners  in  every 
; profeffional  tranfaction  of  your  life,  I cannot 
. doubt,  but  rules  fo  directly  confonant  to  your 
1 perfonal  intereft  and  reputation,  will  receive 
: every  afhftance  from  your  unerring  conliltency 
; and  perfeverance,  conveying  a perfect  cor- 
I roboration  of  the  gratitude  you  feel,  for  the  in- 
' trinlic  worth  of  fo  liberal  and  friendly  a com- 
mupication. 


T O 


Jloe  Cht MISTS  and  D rugcists. 


I 


T will  create  no  furprife  that  you  bring  up 
the  rear  of  this  medical  exhibition,  when  it  is 
remembered  that  the  moft  opulent,  eminent, 
or  refpeftable,  generally ’clofe  every  public  pro- 
ceffion. — You  are  to  the  faculty,  what  the  ha?7i- 
mer-man  is  to  the  forge  ; you  are  in  fact  the  arte- 
rial refervoir^  from  whofe  fource  flow  the  rich 
llreams,  that  feed  the  venal  divifiom  in  every 
branch  of  the  profeflion,  whether  in  town  or 
country.  To  the  fertility  of  your  genius,  to 
the  extent  of  your  commerce,  to  the  enterprifr 
ing  fpirit  of  your  pecuniary  embarkations,  the 
faculty  are  indebted  for  the  great  variety  and 
ftriking  novelties,  that  render  them  fo  much 
fubjecls  of  admiration. 

y ou  happily  derive  your  affluence  from  dealing 
innocently  around  you  the  various  injlrwnejits' 
of  death,  with  an  indifference  that  fufficiently 
exculpates  you  from  the  fufpicion  of  murder, 
even  as  acceffaries  before  the  fad. — Your  con- 
llant  and  extenfive  inventions  (for  the  promo- 
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tion  of  private  emolument  and  public  good) 
rank  you  high  in  general  eftimation,  and  you 
prudently  recommend  yourfelves  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  moft  learned,  by  your  very  frequent 

and  extraordinary  difcoveries. Your  advertife- 

ments  (with  which  almoft  every  literary  vehicle 
teems)  are  alike  calculated  to  excite  wonder 
and  approbation ; they  feem  to  indicate  proofs, 
that  you  alone  exceed  the  limits  of  human  pene- 
tration, and  difplay  a hope  of  perpetual  exift- 
ence,  by  fetting  mortality  at  defiance ; like  a 
groupe  of  defperate  hazard  players,  you  are  “ at  all 
“ in  the  ring,”  and  with  a degree  of  emulative  ^ 
oppofition  to  each  other,  produce  from  your 
alembics bolt  heads,  and  balneum  arenms,  anti- 

dotes to  every  ill : the  only  ray  of  confolation 
to  the  lefs  learned  is,  that  death  (often  an  unex- 
pected vifitor)  opens  the  eyes  of  the  world  to  the 
arts  of  your  deception,  and  you  Aide  into  the 
grave  with  the  calm  and  unobferved  obfcurity 
of  your  neighbours.  The  wonderful  extent  of 
your  fertile  abilities  are  conftantly  conveyed  to 
public  attention,  through  the  pompous  medium 
of  “ Letters  Patent”  and  “ Royal  Authority,” 
that  are  at  length  become  (from  the  higher  arts) 
the  fafliionable  introduction  to  a breeches  ball ; a 

tihdure 
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tincfure  for  the  tooth-ach ; a blacking  cake,  or  a 
gamboge  horfe  ball. 

While  I lament  this  degradation,  this  proftitu- 
tion  of  patronage,  to  fuch  trifling,  fuch  contemp- 
tible efforts  of  Jlerility,  1 cannot  but  confider 
how  gratefully,  how  extenfively,  you  are 
bound  to  a credulous  and  indulgent  public,  who 
implicitly  fandlion  with  their  patronage,  every 
produflion  of  genius  or  dulnefs,  whether  in  a 
philofophic  taper,  a concentrated  acid  of  vinegar, 
or  a fait  of  lemons ; they  are  undoubtedly  dif- 
coveries  of  immenfe  magnitude  to  the  public  at 
large ; and  experience  has  fufEciently  proved, 
that  fo  much  patriotic  virtue  fliould  meet  its  own 
reward. 

Notwithftanding  the  fuperiority  and  extent 
of  your  knowledge,  fo  vifibly  difplayed  in  the 
fublimity  of  your  frequent  experiments,  that 
have  raifed  you  to  fuch  a great  degree  of  profef- 
fional  eminence,  there  may  yet  be  fome  profita- 
ble principles  of  practice,  inculcated  by  a long 
and  ftudious  obferver,  that  will  evidently  add 
to  your  emoluments,  if  not  to  the  encreafe  of 
your  reputations. 

Your  peculiar  modefty  may  have  prevented  your 
attaining  the  utmofi;  perfection  of  your  art,  and 
left  you  flrangers  to  the  ver\^  great  and  undifeo- 
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vered  advantages,  that  the  privileges  of  your 
profeflion  fo  fingularly  entitle  you  to;  for 
though  you  may  hitherto  have  reconciled  your- 
felves  to  a paltry  mechanical  profit  of  thirty-five 
or  forty  per  cent,  what  law  forbids  you  making 
the  “ moft  of  your  marketj”  and  enhancing 
thofe  profits  to  fuch  ftate,  as  may  bell:  accord 
with  your  idea  and  gratification  of  city  eminence 
—rural  eafe — external  appearance^  and  domejiic 
hofpitality?  To  infure  thefe  comforts  to  a cer- 
tainty, accept  fuch  inftrudions,  (as  clofely  ad- 
hered to)  will  inevitably  produce  the  purpofes 
ibr  w'^hich  they  are  introduced. 

Hitherto,  a ftranger  to  the  happy  effebls  of 
mecelTary  adulteration^  it  may  not  be  inapplicable 
Ito  fay  a few  words  upon  its  numerous  advan- 
tages ; firft,  at  your  embarkation  you  lliould 
adopt  it  as  the  ultimatum  of  all  your  profeflional 
views,  and  render  it  as  fubfervient  to  your 
vilhes,  as  the  lover’s  invariable  obfervance  of 
^ perfevere  and  conquer”  is  to  his.  Adidteration 
nas  many  pleafing  advantages  annexed  to  its 
oractice  ; by  the  applicable  introdudtion  of  an 
armlefs  ingredient,  you  may  reduce  the  dange- 
ous  property  of  a drajiic  purgative,  and  render 
. pow^erful  poifon  lefs  deftruclive ; by  fuch  acls 
"ou  'will  enjoy  the  inexpreflible  confolation  of 
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hourly  contributing  to  the  fafety  of  your  fello'wr- 
creatures,  in  exertions  of  humanity^  that  will  do 
you  the  greateft  honour. 

The  prelude  to  the  Pharmacopeia^  filfficiently 
informs  you,  the  College  of  Wigs  are  empowered 
by  royal  fanclion  to  invent,  or  conftitute  forms, 
and  the  cabinet  to  enforce  them  ; but  your  fupe- 
rior  knowledge  fets  fuch  arbitrary  dictation  at 
defiance,  and  your  pra^ical  arts  will  ever  fuper- 
fede  their  theoretical  penetration.  Let  them  hap- 
pily enjoy  the  power  to  alter  names,  and  im- 
prove forms  of  all  the  compofitiohs  in  that 
laughable  farrago,  their  nezv  difpenfatory ; they 
have  the  province  to  direct,  and  you  have  the 
pleafure  to  evade ; obeying  their  injunctions  nd 
farther  than  is  itrictly  confillent  with  your  own 
intereft  and  convenience.  To  affifi:  the  aptitude 
of  your  fertility,  let  me  introduce  to  your  at- 
tention (as  fpecimens  of  what  may  be  done) 
fome  few  of  the  advantageous  alterations  that 
may  be  made  in  medicinal  compofition,  to  pro- 
mote your  certain  emolument,  without  arraign-^ 
ing  your  integrity. 

In  that  expenfive  preparation  confedio  cardiaca 
(newly  named  by  college  fagacity  confedio  aroma- 
tica ) opportunity  oflFers  to  difplay  a part  of  your 
privilege  in  fubftituting  the  ufe  oifaffron  paper, 
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vhich  will  impart  to  the  compofition  the  rich 
olour  of  the  original  crocus ; for  thofe  other 
:iigh  priced  articles  cardamoms^  cinnamon^  nuU 

tnegs,  and  cloves,  applicable  and  proportional 
quantities  of  thofe  cheaper  (and  equally  elEca- 
:ious)  cordials  and  carminatives,  ginger,  grains  of 
^aradife,  or  any  of  the  inferior  fpices  may  be 
added.  In  large  preparations  of  the  eledarium 
lenitivum,  an  introduflion  of  the  pulp  of  prunes 
ior  the  pulp  of  cajfa,  will  fave  much  additional 
sxpence  and  trouble. In  the  fyrupus  e fpina 

Eervina,  treacle  is  certainly  preferable  to  the 
ineft  lump  fugar,  with  this  advantage,  that 
:he  predominant  naufea  will  prevent  the  dif- 
covery. 

Experience  will  convince  you  that  fpiritus  c.  c. 
'per  fe ) obtained  by  diftiUation  from  the  accu- 
limulated  ftale  urine  of  a parilh  workhoufe,  or 
he  bones  of  animals,  will  be  by  far  preferable 
0 that  drawn  from  the  pureft  cornu  cervi ; as 
lare  the  rafura  c.  c.  from  the  lliank  bones  of 

fhorfes,  or  cows,  preferable  to  all  other. 

5/>.  terehinthina  (carefully  and  proportionally  in- 
corporated) becomes  an  admirable  alTociate  with 

.the  ol.  juniper i. 01.  amygdalinum  (and  many 

Jcother  articles  blended  fecundum  artem ) form  an 
:excellent  combination  with,  and  increafe  the 
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ftock  of  ol.  an'ift  verum, — Genuine  gum  guaiacum-^ 
galbanum—Jiorax^  and  half,  tolutanum,  may  un- 
dergo the  procefs  of  -purification  much  better,  if 
impregnated  with  the  occafional  affiftance  of 
either  the  refina  nigra,  or  >fiava. — ^The  various 
unguents  will  derive  advantage  from  the  falu- 
tary  introduction  of  auxungice  porcin<z,  as  a fub- 
ftitute  for  thofe  more  expenftve  and  necejfary  arti- 
cles cera  fiava  and  ol.  olivarum. 

Pulv.  anift  verum  will  be  much  more  ealily  re- 
duced from  the  cakes,  after  the  feed  has  been 
expreffed,  the  oil  obtained,  and  their  medical 
virtue,  entirely  extraCled  ; it  is  an  article  only  in 
ufe  for  horfes  and  cows  ; whether  they  are  killed 
or  cured,  is  an  object  not  worthy  your  confidera- 
tion.  Liquorice,  fenugreek,  diapente,  turmeric,  and 
elecampane,  are  to  receive  their  balls  from  horfe 
beans  ground  (at  the  medical  mills)  exceedingly 
line,  and  to  be  impregnated  properly  with  the 
diflerent  articles  from  which  they  derive  their 
names,  fo  as  to  retain  each  their  predominant 
effluvia  ; and  as  thefe  are  articles  in  ufe  for  cattle 
only,  you  will  give  proof  of  your  humanity,  by 
drehching  them  with  food  inltead  of  phyfic.  The 
fpecies  hiera  will  be  much  more  certain  in'  its 
effeas,  if  prepared  with  the  Barbadoes,  inftead 
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of  the  Succotrhie  aloes  ; and  the  true  Dutch  bif- 
"uit  powder,  will  form  no  unprofitable  union 
wuth  the  powder  of  Salop.  In  fad,  innumerable 
! nftances  of  profeflional  Ikill  and  oeconomy  might 
□e  introduced,  extending  inftrudions  to  a much 
greater  length  than  originally  intended  ; pro- 
iTading  the  explanatory  parts  beyond  the  limits 
of  utility,  an  accufation  it  has  been  my  principal 
rare  to  avoid. 

It  may  perhaps  be  almoft  unneceffary  to  re- 
mind you,  how  abfolutely  needful  it  will  be,  to 
reduce  to  impalpable  pulverization  and  compli- 
cated forms,  all  inferior  and  damaged  drugs  of 
“very  denomination  ; in  powders^  tindures,  elec- 
tuaries, and  other  preparations,  their  defects 
null  not  be  perceptible,  and  it  will  prove  matter 
wf  no  fmall  gratification  to  you,  that  many  prac- 
iitioners  are  very  inferior  judges  of  the  compofi- 
iions  they  conftantly  prefcribe ; to  thefe  may  be 
>.dded  the  Hill  greater  number,  that  never  con- 
ilefcend  to  undergo  the  talk  of  infpedion,  form- 
ing together  a major  part  of  the  very  numerous 
ind  refpedable  body  I have  undertaken  to  in- 
ftrud. — If  you  are  a difpenfer  of  chemicals  and 
galenicals  by  retail,  one  additional  obfervation 
vill  prove  worthy  your  attention — -never  let 

your 
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your  fhop,  or  difpenfary,  get  into  difrepute  by 
too  much  modefty,  in  faying  you  are  without 
the  moft  obfolete  or  ridiculous  article  that  can 
be  enquired  for  ; if  oil  of  /wallows^  o il  of  bricks, 
lobjiers*  blood,  or  milk  of  lilies,  fhould  be  the  ob- 
jects in  requeft,  let  the  fertility  of  your  inven- 
tion injiantly  furnifh  a fubftitute  for  either  ; of 
thefe,  fuch  a great  variety  are  always  to  be 
found,  the  leaft  enumeration  becomes  unnecef- 
fary. 

The  feries  of  inftru6lions  advanced  for  the 
promotion  of  profeffional  intereft,  have  been 
promulgated  without  a fear  of  offence,  or  hope 
of  reward ; amidft  the  very  great  number  of 
different  practitioners,  into  whofe  hands  thefe 
admonitions  muft  inevitably  fall,  happy  he  who 
can  exultingly  exclaim. 


“ Let  the  gall’d  jade  wince,  our  withers  are  unwryng. 


From  the  phyfician,  who  lingers  out  a life  of 
ftudious  fufpenfe,  and  derives  a fcanty  fubfiftence 
from  the  alternate  labour  of  morning  vifits  and 
evening  lectures — from  that  dignified  “ member 
of  the  corporation,”  whofe  mercurial  abilities 
are  thruft  into  the  hand  of  every  dirty  paffenger, 
in  the  more  dirty  avenues  of  the  metropolis — » 

from 
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■from  that  induftrious  accoucher^  M hofe  inccffant 
wnofturnal  labour  renders  him,  in  common  life, 
plittle  fuperior  to  the  nightman^  and  that  equal 
pdrudge  the  metropolitan  -pharmacopollfi^  I can 
:have  little  to  expecf  but  univerfal  denunciation 
•of  vengeance,  and  threats  of  malevolence : to 
the  effed  of  thefe,  I oppofe  the  ftability  of  truth, 
rthat  will  render  me  invulnerable  to  all  their 
, attacks. 

A ileady  obfervance  of  the  iniquity  of  medical 
■pradice  has  long  lince  powerfully  convinced  me 
-of  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  profeffional  reforma- 
tion, and  hiould  I (by  arming  the  public  with 
a w’eapon  of  felf-defence)  fucceed  in  producing  a 
Pchange  in  the  fyftematic  impolitipn  of  one,  and 
preventing  perpetual  deprcdatH:)n  upon  the 
•other,  every  idea  of  pcrfonal  ambition  will  be 
dully  gratified,  for 

“ So  little  /lave  to  \vhat  the  world  calls  fame  j 

“As  dies  my  body — ^fo  I wi/h  my  name.” 

I But  this  obfeurity  in  the  prefent  inftance  is  much 
more  anxioufly  to  be  hoped  than  expelled,  for 
{there  cannot  be  the  lead  doubt  entertained  but 
^^ome  one  of  his  Majefty’s  minifters  (who  are  ever 
i anxious  for  the  public  good  and  iiicreafc  of  re- 
venue) 
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venue)  will,  through  the  medium  of  the  pub- 
lilher,  difcover  the  joint  fecret  of  name  and 
rejidence,  that  by  placing  the  author  in  the 
TREASURY,  CUSTOMS,  or  fome  ofEce  equally  lu- 
crative, they  may  avail  themfelves  of  his  in  te- 
GRiTY,  not  hefitating  a moment  to  believe,  that  \ 
[ fo  juft  an  inveftigator  of  profefiional  impofitions  j 
upon  individuals,  muft  unavoidably  render  the  i 

I, 

STATE  adequate  fervice,  in  the  difcovery  of  offi.:  \ 
cial  depredations  upon  the  public. 

I 
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FINIS. 


